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Preface 


IR WALTER SCOTT, in one of those 
delightful discussions in which Mr. 
Chrystal Croftangry took such a promi- 
nent part, pursues the enquiry as to how far 
it is legitimate for a novelist to disguise him- 
self and his aims from his readers. Whatever 
may be our views as to the rightness of decep- 
tion on the part of the writer who writes for 
the amusement of his readers, there will, I 
imagine, be none who would be willing to 
debate the matter in the case of a book written 
about the Bible. We feel instinctively that we 
have a right to know where the man stands 
who presumes to address us on a topic of such 
supreme importance. And specially is this the 
case when a worker attempts to set forth some- 
thing of the results of his studies in the portion 
of Holy Scripture which is being widely con- 
troverted at the time when he puts pen to 
paper or stands up to address his hearers. 
The reader, I say, has the right to demand at 
the outset what position will be maintained in 
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a book over which he is prepared to spend his 
time and attention. 

IT want, therefore, to make clear at once 
that I hold Leviticus to be what it purports 
to be—a faithful record of God’s commands 
actually given to Moses and written down in 
the desert at the time, either by the hand 
of Moses or at least under his direction. 
Briefly let me seek to justify this position. 

It is commonly objected to-day to the narra- 
tive of the institution of these sacrificial laws 
that all this presupposes a very much more 
advanced state of morality, and a very much 
more quickened national consciousness and 
conscience than is to be looked for at such a 
time as that in which Leviticus is presumed to 
have been given. Now we are told quite 
bluntly the Old Testament itself suggests that 
so far from the law—including, of course, Levi- 
ticus—having been known at the time of the 
Exodus and given by Moses, there are indica- 
tions that it was given at a very much later 
date, and that, therefore, as we are constantly 
being told to-day, it is not so much the Law 
and the Prophets that we ought to think about 
as the Prophets and the Law. 

In Amos v, 25, we read, “Did ye offer unto 
Me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness 
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forty years, O house of Israel? But ye have 
borne the tabernacle of your Molech and the 
star of your god, Chiun, which ye made to 
yourselves.” We are told that here is in- 
dubitable evidence from Scripture itself that 
the Levitical sacrificial system was unknown 
during the time the Israelities were in the 
desert. But all the desert books, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, are 
littered with references in a similar strain. And 
yet these books do most emphatically teach 
that the system was given by God through 
Moses at Sinai. 

A single example from each book will suffice 
to establish this. In Exodus xxxii. we have 
the familiar instance of the golden calf. This 
took place only a few weeks after the promul- 
gation of the decalogue, with its emphatic 
prohibition of idols. 

Leviticus has but one small group of histori- 
cal incidents embedded in its otherwise en- 
tirely legislative pages. These are connected 
with the first ordination of Aaron and his sons 
to the priesthood. Yet following hard upon 
that solemn time there comes the mysterious 
occurrence of the offering by Nadab and Abihu 
of strange fire. Whatever else is uncertain 
about this narrative, it is at least clear that 
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within the very ranks of the priests themselves 
were some who could not be trusted sincerely 
to carry out the instructions they had received. 

In the book of Numbers, immediately after 
the disastrous defeat at Kadesh Barnea, the law 
of sacrifice is reaffirmed. But now there is this 
important proviso added, that the law is for 
the time “when ye be come into the land of 
your habitation” (Numbers xv. 1). Until 
Kadesh they had been pilgrims. From thence 
onward they were wanderers. The bones of 
all the adults of that generation, save Caleb 
and Joshua, were doomed to bleach on the 
desert sand. Small wonder that a sacrificial 
system, in itself elaborate and burdensome, 
which presupposed a people walking closely 
with God should have dropped into desuetude 
under such circumstances as these. 

In Deuteronomy xii. 8, you read, “Ye shall 
not do after all the things that ye do here this 
day, every man whatsoever is right in his own 
eyes.” 

Thus the books which profess to have been 
written in the wilderness all agree in their 
representation of the people’s attitude to the 
law. It was something imposed upon them 
from without, and something which, even in 
those early days when the iron furnace of 
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Egypt was still a vivid memory, was felt to be 
burdensome. 

In other words, the question, “Did Israel 
keep the sacrificial system of Moses in the 
wilderness, or did they not?” is not such a 
simple one as it seems. I may, perhaps, suggest 
a fair parallel if I suppose somebody asking 
of our nation at this time, Do the British 
people keep the Sabbath Day? What is the 
answer to that? Well, of course, it is both 
“Yes” and “No.” If you think of the great 
bulk of the nation you have sorrowfully to say 
“No,” they do not; 80 per cent., or perhaps 
85 per cent., of our people never are found 
inside the house of God ; our roads are covered 
with motor-cars and pleasure vehicles of all 
kinds, carrying people out for their own enjoy- 
ment on God’s Day. From that point of view 
you would be perfectly right in returning an 
unequivocal “ No.” But that would not be quite 
a right answer, because, after all, thank God, 
even to-day there is more Sabbath-keeping in 
Great Britain than in any other country; even 
to-day there are more people in Great Britain 
who do go to the house of God than in any 
other land. And also torday, officially and 
overtly and professedly, we, as a people, do 
remember God’s Day. 
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Precisely the same kind of answer ought to 
be returned to a question like the one the 
Higher Critics are constantly flinging at our 
heads, “Did the Israelities keep the sacrifices 
in the wilderness?” The answer would be 
both “Yes” and “No.” “No” most emphatic- 
ally when you consider the great bulk of the 
nation, its continual unwillingness to submit 
itself to the yoke of God, and the fact also 
that the great bulk of its sacrifices, as we may 
say, are of a purely voluntary character. They 
are to be brought by the individual offerer at 
his own will and at his own choice. “ Yes,” if 
we regard the official and representative act of 
the nation itself, remembering that the Aaronic 
priesthood was instituted for the very purpose 
of setting forth this sacrificial system, of ad- 
ministering it, and of keeping it before the 
minds of the people. That, perhaps, will be 
sufficient to indicate that, in my judgment, we 
are perfectly warranted in going on with the 
old-fashioned view of the sacrificial system as 
given by Moses, as imposed upon a people, and 
upon a people to a very large extent um 
spiritual, and therefore reluctant to accept the 
things that God was proposing for them for 
their blessing and for their good. 

Then they tell us further that the sacrificial 
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system presupposes an awakened national con- 
science, and I hasten to rejoin to that that it 
does nothing of the sort. If you turn to 
Romans iii. 20, you will see there the New 
Testament declaration of the object of the Law, 
“ By the law is the knowledge of sin.” One of 
our main purposes in these studies, will be to 
see how the intention and purpose of the Law 
to a very large extent was educative, to make 
known to the people the fact of sin and the 
hideousness of sin, to awaken and to stimulate 
and to train and to educate the national and 
the individual Jewish conscience. 

And all that the Levitical sacrifices were 
designed to be for the Israelite, their great 
antitype is designed to be for the Christian. 
Our purpose, as we enter upon this study, is 
twofold. We want, by God’s grace, to hear 
the Spirit’s voice saying to us, “Consider 
Him” (Hebrews xii. 3), and then “ consider 
your ways” (Haggai i. 5). We want, first of 
all, to see how the Lord Jesus perfectly ful- 
filled all that the sacrifices set forth in type. 
And then we have to seek to apply the lessons 
to our own characters and lives ; remembering 
that Christ hath left us a “ copy-book heading” 
(1 Peter ii. 21), and that it is one chief part 
of our business, as Christians here on earth, 
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to learn to write out the copy in characters 
which, by His grace, approximate ever more 
closely to the heading. 

St. Paul speaks of some Christians in his day 
who, “measuring themselves by themselves, 
and comparing themselves among themselves 
are not wise” (2 Cor. x. 12). For such folly, 
there is no correction so potent as the heart- 
searching study of the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as revealed in the Word of 
God. To one important section of that study 
IT now invite you. 


St. Peter's Vicarage, 
Southborough, Kent. 
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I 


CONSCIENCE AND 
OMNISCIENCE 


The Sin and Trespass Offerings 


HE book of Leviticus divides itself naturally 
into three parts. Of these the first consists 
of chapters 1 to ro, and gives instructions 

for the people’s worship. In this section occur 
the only historical paragraphs in the whole 
book. And it closes with the tragedy of Nadab 
and Abihu, Aaron’s sons. The second section 
extends over chapters 11 to 24. Its subject 
matter We may perhaps sum up under the title 
the worthiness of God’s people. It deals with 
the twin subjects of sanitation and sanctifica- 
tion. 

The third division consists of the last three 
chapters. It is marked off in a tworfold way. 
First by the addition of a geographical note 
to the introductory formula, “ The Lord spake 
unto Moses in Mount Sinai.” And secondly 
by its subject matter. It contains the law of 
the land. We may venture to assign to it the 
title, the wealth of the people of God. 

Our present consideration is with the first 
of these divisions. If we read it through we 
shall at once notice that it, in its turn, divides 
into two sections. The first, from chapter 1 
to 7 inclusive, deals with the sacrifices. While 
the second, covering chapters 8 to 10, has to 
do with the appointment to the priesthood, 
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Again, we limit ourselves to the first of these. 
Our text book accordingly is the first seven 
chapters of Leviticus. 

Again, reading these through carefully we 
notice that there are five sacrifices namied, and 
that there are two sets of regulations given 
which cover them all. The first set extends 
from chapter i. to chapter vi, 7. And the 2nd 
begins at chapter vi. 8, and goes down to the 
end of chapter viii. This second set of regula- 
tions is termed in reference to each sacrifice, 
the law of the sacrifice. The division between 
the two sections is made more distinct in the 
Hebrew Bible by beginning chapter vi. at 
what our English Bible calls vi. 8. 

We observe next that the sacrifices do not 
occur in the same order in the two sets of 
regulations. In the first set, the order is, 

Burnt 
Meat 


Peace Offerings. 
Sin 
Trespass 
In the second set the order is: 
The Law of the 
Burnt 
Meat | 
Sin Offerings. 
‘Trespass | 
Peace 
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There is no difficulty in seeing in the first 
of these lists the work of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as it appears from the standpoint of the God- 
head. The Lord Jesus was first of all the 
burnt offering, wholly consecrated to do the 
Father’s will which was also His own will. 
“Lo I come, in the volume of the book it is 
written of Me. I delight to do Thy will, O 
My God, yea Thy law is within My heart.” 
(Psalm xl. 2). 

Then, secondly, the Meal Offering prefigures 
the earthly life and character of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as tested and approved all those silent 
years in Nazareth. 

Then the Peace Offering reveals the life of 
the Lord Jesus in relation to and in communica- 
tion with the Father, uninterrupted and secure. 

Then as the result of it all, to which it all 
led up, Jesus is set forth as the Sin and the 
Trespass Offering for you and me. 

The order given in the law of the offerings 
differs by the single alteration that the peace 
offering is placed last instead of midmost. Dr. 
Scofield, in the notes to the edition of the 
Bible which bears his name, has suggested 
that the order of the law of the offerings read 
in the reverse way gives exactly the order in 
which the work of Christ is apprehended in 
human experience. This may be so, though I 
confess it seems to me a little precarious. 
For one thing human experience in this, as 
in other things, is by no means uniform. J 
would venture to suggest that we have here 
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a fresh apprehension of His own saving work 
as it emerged in the human consciousness of 
our Lord. And that we have here a hint that 
the peace of unclouded communion with His 
Father was not only the central but also the 
final thing for Him. 

But we are on surer ground when we come 
to the next thing. When you come upon the 
record of the administration of the offerings 
on behalf of the people you always find that 
the sin offering comes first and that the burnt 
offering follows this. In the consecration of 
the priests (Leviticus viii.), in the cleansing of 
the leper (Leviticus xiv.), and in the sacrifices 
of the Day of Atonement (Leviticus xvi.), you 
have the same order. And it is both a natural 
one from the point of view of man’s apprehen- 
sion, and also a solemn one having regard to 
the fitness of things in God’s sight. And 
therefore it will be entirely congruous that for 
our present purpose we should follow this 
order. So that if perchance someone who is 
as yet unsaved should read these pages, he 
may be introduced first to the Lamb of God 
which beareth away the sin of the world. And 
then go on to learn in logical sequence what 
this Sinbearer may become to his heart and life. 

There is one other point to be observed 
before we come to more detailed study. The 
sin and trespass offerings stand in a category 
by themselves and separate from the other 
three. The burnt, meat, and peace offerings 
are all described as sweet savour offerings. 
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The sin and trespass offerings are not so 
described, except in the case of the sin offering 
made by a private individual. 

Will you turn now to chapters 4and 5. The 
idea of sin is put before us in these chapters 
in three different ways, and by the use of 
three different words. There is first the word 
which is either translated sin or sin offering 
according to the context. This close identi- 
fication hints at the identification of the Lord 
Jesus Christ with our sin. “He hath made 
Him to be sin for us though He knew no sin” 
(2 Cor. v. 21). This word for sin means the 
missing a mark, the failing inan endeavour. It 
speaks of sin and moral failure as guilt before 


In chapter v. you have a word which, like the 
former, has a dual translation, for it is repre- 
sented in the English version either by trespass 
or trespass offering. This word signifies wan- 
dering away, stumbling over an obstacle. It 
refers to sin as an injury done to a fellow 
creature. 

Then in chapter v. 15, and vi. 1, you have 
another word also translated trespass. But 
this represents a quite different Hebrew word 
from the former and one which means a breach 
of trust, a failure in the discharge of responsi- 
bility. Here, therefore, in these two chapters 
you have sin set forth in three distinct aspects. 

Just a brief word about that. First of all, 
it is extremely significant that the first word 
that is used deals with sin as guilt. One of 
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the things that we have to learn—certainly the 
world has to learn it, and I am persuaded we 
Christians have to learn it a great deal more— 
is that sin primarily concerns not our relation- 
ship to our fellow man, but our relationship to 
God. Sin is not primarily a breach between 
man and man; it is a breach between man and 
God. And in accordance with this it is ex- 
tremely suggestive to remember that in the 
second chapter of Genesis, where you have an 
account of the creation of man, before even 
Eve was formed the moral law was given. In 
the 16th verse you have “The Lord com- 
manded the man,” and not until two verses 
afterwards does God say, “It is not good for 
man to bealone.” I freely confess to you that 
IT am old-fashioned enough to believe that 
these opening chapters of Genesis are neither 
myth nor fable nor allegory, nor even poetry, 
but plain history. In that history it is of the 
utmost importance and significance to notice 
that before ever Adam has that wonderful and 
beautiful other self of his given to him, he has 
to enter into relationships; before his wife 
enters into his life he is brought into direct 
relationship with God. ‘Therefore, one of the 
things we have to bear in mind is this, that 
sin is first of all a thing between ourselves and 
God. The emphasis to-day, even in quarters 
where that would not be denied, is primarily 
upon sin in relationship to the family and to 
society. We have sinned against the com- 
munity, we have sinned against our fellow-men, 
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and all those things are, of course, true and 
important. But they obscure the root fact of 
sin, that which makes sin the thing that it is, 
namely that sin brings a man into a condition 
of guilt as regards his Maker. 

Now the problem for Israel was—How could 
a sinful people enter permanently and uninter- 
ruptedly into relationship with a Holy God 
without destruction, and that is also the 
problem for you and me. “If we say that we 
have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.” The holiest and the ripest 
Christian in this world is a sinner, and to the 
end of the chapter is one. How can such a 
man be right with God? How can such a man 
enter into relationships with God? You know 
we have got hold of the notion torday that 
somehow or other God is too good-natured to 
visit for sin. And yet if there is one thing that 
all the progress of human, thought and dis- 
covery during the last 120 years ought to have 
taught us, it is the absolute sacredness and 
immutability of law. We recognise it and we 
act upon it in the material sphere. “ Whatso- 
ever a man soweth that shall he also reap.” 
Nobody dreams of questioning that. All our 
life’s activities are carried on on the assump- 
that what you sow you reap, that like causes 
under like circumstances always produce like 
effects. We do not think of the possibility of 
a breach in that sequence. 

Yet when it comes to the moral law, men 
seem to fancy that God will abrogate His own 
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nature. The spiritual relationships of man are 
the highest and most important into which he 
can enter. Yet people think that a quite 
different set of sequences will obtain in this 
realm to those which are operative in every 
other. This strange confusion of ideas arisés 
perhaps partly from carelessness, partly from 
laziness, but partly, no doubt, from unwilling- 
ness to face the results. Tennyson sang :— 


Men trusted God was good indeed 

And love creation’s final law, 

Though nature, red in tooth and claw 
With ravine, shrieked against his creed. 


Nowadays it would be truer to say that men 
trust God is good-natured rather than good. 
And truer, too, to record that the calm, 
ordered sequences of cause and effect are a 
continual protest against any such creed. Let 
us be quite sure about it, God is not going to 
deal with us otherwise than along the line of 
law. Man, like every other of God’s creatures, 
must reap what he sows. Men cannot gather 
grapes of thorns or figs of thistles. If God 
could ever consent to make the universe into 
such a topsy-turvy concern as men imagine, 
He would not be the kind of God that our 
hearts, in their best moments, really crave. 
Our deepest need is a God who will be abso- 
lutely just. This is what the individual needs 
and this is what this poor old world of ours 
needs. And God is always going to be that. 
“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ?” 
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Here is the problem. If God is just and I 
am a sinner, my approach to God must mean 
my destruction. How can God let me come 
near and yet save me? The answer to that is 
in the Sin Offering. The answer to that in the 
antitype of it is in the offering of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus exhausted the 
consequences of my sin and yours, and as long 
as we abide in Him and under the shelter of 
that atoning work we are absolutely secure. I 
once built myself a house on a hill away in 
Surrey in a very exposed position, and we were 
told by the builders that it was necessary for 
our security that the house should be fitted with 
a lightning conductor, otherwise the first 
thunderstorm that came along in all probability 
would discharge its electricity through the 
material of the house to its destruction and our 
undoing. Well, we rigged up the lightning 
conductor, and we had many storms on that 
hill—somehow or other it is a focus point for 
the storms that come driving up the valley—but 
we could sit there in the worst thunderstorm 
quietly and unafraid, because we knew that all 
the electric discharge was being conducted 
through the conductor outside the house, and 
we were safe because we were in. 

That is a parable of the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. God has not abrogated His law, 
and does not suspend its operation; but the 
consequences of our wrongdoing and folly and 
sin, were exhausted in the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as He hung there on Calvary. 
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And now in Him, even from God’s justice, 
you are absolutely secure. More than that— 
God’s justice is now on your side. 

What keeps our house safe in the thunder- 
storm? JI answer, God’s law, the law of the 
storm. If the builders had ignored it or 
opposed themselves to it, the storm would have 
meant the wreck of the house. But because 
the law of the storm had been discovered and 
obeyed, the very law was henceforth on our 
side and engaged for our protection. 

So God’s very justice, not His mercy, not 
His good nature, but His very justice is en- 
gaged for the man who dares to put his trust 
in Christ. “ He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness. ” 

In the next place we have sin considered as 
trespass and atoned for by the trespass offer- 
ing. In this section, sin is looked upon from 
the point of view of the injury which it inflicts 
on one’s fellows. No man liveth unto himself, 
and no man dieth unto himself. What I am 
and how I live inevitably effects other lives 
besides my own. If I allow weeds to grow in 
my garden the seeds are bound to blow over 
into my neighbour’s. I can indulge in no 
secret sin which does not sooner or later hurt 
someone else. 

In chapter five and in the first seven. verses 
of chapter six, various classes of trespasses are 
enumerated. First there are four cases (v. 1-4) 
in all of which the word trespass or stumbling- 
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block is used. We may notice these under 
three divisions. The frst and third of these 
are obviously social in their character; sins 
against the society of which man forms a part. 
While the second, comprising ceremonial de- 
filement arising from two classes of causes is 
more private in its nature. 

In chapter v. 1, we read, “If a soul sin, and 
hear the voice of adjuration”—that is to say, 
the claim that he shall cOme and give witness 
in a suit ina court of law—‘“and is a witness, 
whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do 
not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity.” 
There the sin is against the fellow-man, know- 
ing the truth and not being willing to speak 
it, being unwilling to take the trouble to utter 
it. The underlying principle and root of it is, 
of course, just selfishness ; the man thought of 
his own convenience rather than of taking 
trouble for other folks. In the old Mosaic 
Law that is guilt. I turn to my New Testa- 
ment, and I read in 1 Corinthians xiii. that 
“love is kind,” and the word “kind” is a word 
which means that love will do whatever is 
necessary; love never misses a chance of 
doing a good turn to somebody else; a 
lack of love in us who belong to the 
Lord Jesus Christ is a sin, nothing short 
of that. 

In verses two and three of the same chapter 
the matter of personal ceremonial purity is 
dealt with. It is striking to find such a thing 
as this included under the category of tres- 
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passes. And when we come to think of the 
antitypical meaning of it the significance stands 
out more startling still. It is just this. Any 
secret sin, any hidden impurity in a Christian is 
a sin against his neighbour as well as against 
God. There is a defilement concerning which 
it stands written “if it be hidden from him 
he shall be unclean and guilty.” There is 
another kind of defilement concerning which 
God says, “when he knoweth of it then he 
shall be guilty.” The first appears to refer 
antitypically to those motions of the sub- 
conscious man which modern experimental 
psychology denominates “urges.” They are 
impulses akin to the instincts possessed by the 
animals. But for man they are not so simple 
as for the brute. The brute responds to them 
careless and unsinning. But man’s response 
cam never be quite the same. He has the 
wonderful gift of self-consciousness. And he 
cannot avoid the entrance of other considera- 
tions among the motives which influence his 
actions. A man swayed only by the urges 
which arises from his animal nature is self- 
indulgent. And self-indulgence is sin, if only 
for the reason that it imples action without 
regard to the good of others. 

Then there is the defilement which only 
brings guilt when the man knows of it, when 
it has emerged from the sub-conscious into 
consciousness. These are things in the type 
which properly concern man as he is in him- 
self. In the antitype we may appropriately 
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refer them to motives or desires which are 
wrong as soon as we have become aware of 
their injuriousness. 

The prime importance of all this for us is 
that it was and is intended to be educative. 
Lawyers have a maxim that ignorance is no 
excuse for crime. If it were otherwise, the 
plea of ignorance would be a complete answer 
to every charge. , Yet we may venture toi dis- 
tinguish between guilt and injury, between 
responsibility and consequences. A baby 
playing with matches may do as much harm as 
an incendiary. But God does not mean either 
the race or the individual to remain in a state 
of childhood. The law was and is intended 
to be educative. “ By the law is the knowledge 
of sin” (Romans iii. 20). 

And education is necessary if the child is 
ever to have fellowship with the father. When 
the child is a babe, he is just as much the son 
of his father as he ever will be. But he can- 
not share his father’s interests or pursuits. 
Sonship and fellowship are not the same thing. 
God wants us to be not merely children but 
friends. We must know in order to grow. If 
we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with the other, we with God 
and God with us. And the more closely we 
walk with God the more profound will be the 
conviction of our sin. Have you ever watched 
the process of electric welding? If so you will 
have seen how the terrible flame of the electric 
arc melts the hardest steel. In the white light 
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of the presence of God pride and self-satisfac- 
tion wilts and dies. 

But further, this trespass offering replaced 
man’s conscience by God’s omniscience. 
Ignorance is not innocence. By God’s grace 
I, as I write this page, and you, as you read 
it, may be able to look up and sincerely to say 
that there is nothing between ourselves and 
God. There is no sin, so far as we are aware, 
unrepented of, or unconfessed. Does that 
mean that we are guiltless? Not at all, for 
it is possible for us ta be contaminated and to 
be ignorant of the contamination. Even if we 
do not know it, we do need the blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ at this moment. Dr. Bonar 
wrote, “if you can do without the blood you 
are a backslider.” That is the one thing by 
which we can have access to God, and be 
received with the welcome belonging to a child 
into the presence of Him Who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. If we say that 
we have no sin we deceive ourselves. If you 
cannot discern your sinfulness other folks 
probably can. And even if other people can- 
not see it, God can. We need a cleansing 
which, not merely to our outward examination, 
is effective, but we need one which, in the 
sight of the Almighty and Omniscient God, is 
sufficient to put the sinner right in His 
presence. When we know the Lord Jesus as 
our sin offering and our trespass offering we 
may have the heartening consciousness that we 
are not just glossing over our sin, but that radi- 
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cally and effectually in the sight of God the thing 
has been dealt with and cleansed and put away. 

Then the searchlight swings from the sub- 
conscious to the conscious; from motives of 
which we may be quite unaware to speech 
which reveals us not only to ourselves but to 
others. It is, perhaps, symptomatic of the 
hasty and passionate volubility of the East that 
a whole verse should be devoted in this con- 
nection to the sins of the tongue. And yet 
few of us will be inclined to protest that the 
special provision indicated here does not meet 
our need also. If any man offend not in word, 
the same is a perfect man and able also to 
bridle the whole body (James iii. 2). And 
Christ Himself has warned us that every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of Judgment 
(Matt. xii. 36). 

Then we read in verse five, “when he shall 
be guilty in one of these things he shall con- 
fess that he had sinned in that thing.” We 
are not told how the sin was to be brought 
home to the man’s consciousness. We may, 
however, conveniently assume that for the 
Israelite, as for us, it was through the gracious 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. And these 
promptings would be reinforced by the whole 
apparatus of the sacrificial system. But in 
whatever way conviction came to the man it 
was to be followed by confession. And about 
the confession we note two things. It was to 
be immediate and it was to be definite. 
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It is to be observed that there is here no 
mention of confession to a priest. The argu- 
ment from silence is notoriously a precarious 
one. But it is surely significant that no 
formula of absolution is spoken of either for 
use in the case of the individual or even for the 
solemn rites of the Day of Atonement. The 
High Priest was directed to confess his own 
sins and the sins of the people. He was given 
a formula of blessing, but there is no hint 
that he either heard confessions in any formal 
or official way or that he pronounced absolution. 

Sacerdotalism in the Christian Church took 
its rise under the influence of Cyprian Bishop 
of Carthage in the third century. He avowedly 
based his teachings upon the relationships of 
the old Levitical code. It is one of the 
tragedies of history that in this importart 
respect the historical model should have been 
departed from so widely. And it is still more 
tragic that with the knowledge of all that the 
confessional has meant, Christian people 
should to-day be turning so frequently to its 
harmful use again. “ Against Thee only have I 
sinned” was the typical cry of the Old Testa- 
ment penitent. And even in those days when 
personal responsibility and the sanctity of the 
individual had not received the emphasis which 
' the gospel has put upon them, it was yet to the 
God against whom the sin was an offence and 
not to any human representative that the con- 
fession of God’s people was directed. 

And the like solemn and ennobling responsi- 
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bility is ours to-day. The confessional tends 
to degrade and emasculate both the confesser 
and the confessor. Confession to God uplifts 
and develops aman. Then let us see toit that 
whenever and as soon as the Holy Spirit shows 
to us some sin, we acknowledge it before God 
promptly and definitely. “Ido not mind being 
found out by you,” said a little girl to her 
mother one day. She meant that if she had 
done wrong she would rather have to own up 
to,the one of whose understanding and love 
she felt quite sure. “When I kept silence 
(refused to confess) my bones waxed old.” 
“But I acknowledged my sin unto Thee... 
I said I will confess my transgressions unto 
the Lord, and Thou forgavest” (Psalm 
xxxii. 5-7), 

Further, let confession be definite. “He 
shall confess that he hath sinned in that 
thing.” A vague sense of spiritual discomfort 
probably arises from morbid introspectiveness. 
When the Holy Spirit convicts of sin it is 
definite. And definiteness in confession of sin 
has a humbling quality which is lacking in 
mere vagueness. We are more ready to 
acknowledge in a general way that we are 
miserable sinners, than that we are envious or 
malicious or selfish. 

But the confession was to be accompanied 
by the bringing of the suitable Trespass Offer- 
ing publicly to be offered there at the Taber- 
nacle. You will notice that the confession 
without the offering was not sufficient. There 
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is a deep wealth of meaning and teaching in 
Hull’s hymn: 


It is not thy tears of repentance or prayers, 
But the Blood that atones for the soul. 


If atonement were through our repentance we 
could never be sure we had repented quite 
enough. If atonement depended upon our 
being sorry for sins, we should always be 
tempted to be looking to ourselves to see if © 
we were sorry enough, and you know we never 
shall be adequately sorry for sin. It was not 
the acknowledgment but the bringing of the 
offering which made the man clean and opened 
the way for his acceptance once again with 
God. 

Again there is a third word applied to sin 
in the paragraph which begins with chapter v. 
14. The word translated “trespass” in this 
section is one which means a breach of trust. 
Such breach of confidence might be against 
God or against man. It might be harm 
wrought through ignorance in the holy things 
of God (v. 15), or it might be a wrong done 
to a neighbour (vi. 1-7). 

As to the former we are reminded that a sin 
of ignorance is still a sin. Conversion is a 
wonderfully illuminating process. But even 
after that, there are processes of education in 
the Christian life. The babe in Christ has to 
grow. The senses have té be exercised to 
discern good and evil (Heb. v. 14). This - 


32 


The Sin and Trespass Offerings 


accounts for the painful and staggering in- 
ability in some Christians to see wrong things 
in their lives which are only too patent to 
everybody else. This explains how it is that 
good men are sometimes found in association 
with a bad cause. For instance, John Newton 
was converted when he was a mate on a slave 
ship. And after his conversion became so 
steady and sober that he rose quickly to be 
captain. And he even tells us in his diary how 
he used to pray that God would give him a 
successful voyage! Bernard of Clairvaux 
could be a relentless persecutor, thinking he 
did God service. And the hand that wrote the 
original of, “ Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts,” 
was dyed red with the blood of fellow 
Christians. And concerning all this and much 
more, the solemn declaration of the Word of 
God is, “though he wist it not, yet he is guilty 
and shall bear his iniquity” (v. 17). 

Turning now to the breaches of trust between 
man and man, we find five cases enumerated in 
the opening paragraphs of chapter six. These 
are’: 

1.—Lying unto one’s neighbour in that which 
was delivered a man to keep. 

2.—Lying to a neighbour in fellowship. 

3.—Taking away by violence. 

4.—Acquiring by deceit. 

5-—Finding lost property and not restoring 
it to the owner. 


All these cases have very obvious reference 
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to a pastoral people Live stock seems to 
underlie each of the five cases. God’s ideal 
for His people was that they should deal one 
with another honestly and squarely. Circum- 
stances change, but principles are constant. 
We have to take the principles involved in 
these pastoral enactments and translate them 
into the appropriate form for our own in- 
dividual businesses. If we might seek to sum 
up the message of this paragraph in a single 
aphorism I should be inclined to take a 
familiar worldly-wise sentiment and alter one 
word of it. Instead of writing over my ledger 
the motto, “Business is business,” I would 
have it inscribed, “ Business is holiness.” 

But the specific reference of the trespass 
offering to our relations with our fellows inevit- 
ably introduces a further element as an integral 
part of setting right what is wrong in life. 
Besides confession of the specific sin and the 
public bringing of the necessary offering, there 
also had to be restitution made to the man 
against whom the wrong had been committed. 
Not was it to be a bare restitution. A fine of 
20 per cent. was imposed in addition. “He 
shall even restore it in the principal and shall 
add the fifth part more thereto and give it 
unto him to whom it appertaineth in the day 
of his trespass offering.” But perhaps some- 
one will object that such a provision is an un- 
necessary refinement of legality. That at any 
rate it can have no application to ourselves as 
Christians to-day. 
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You will say, “it is bringing us all back again 
under the Old Testament bondage. Surely 
you don’t mean that God’s will for us in these 
days is that we are to deal with our fellow-men 
by way of arithmetic like that. We are under 
grace, and not under the law.” Very well, 
then; let me take you at that. Turn to Luke 
xix. You discover there a man under grace, 
a man to whom the Lord said, “ To-day I must 
abide in thy house,” and the coming of the 
light in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ 
brought conviction to the heart of Zacchaeus, 
and he said, “If I have taken anything from 
any man”—conscience began quickly to be at 
work when Jesus came to the house—“TI restore 
it’—and 20 per cent.? No, but twenty times 
20 per cent., 400 percent. Nothing less than 
that would satisfy the conscience of Zacchaeus. 
If you do not want to be under the law, very 
well then, be under grace, but remember that 
grace is a more tremendous thing to be under 
than any legalism. The Law says, “Thou 
shalt do just as much as that.” Grace says, 
“Tf thine enemy compel thee to gol with him 
amile, gotwo.” If any man wants to sue thee 
at the law, and take away thy cloak—if a man 
has rights against thee and you are guilty con- 
cerning him, you are not going to be put right 
merely by handing him that which is his right : 
you are to let him have the coat also. Grace 
is a drastic thing for us to be under. Grace 
means that we have imbibed something of the 
gracious, generous, loving spirit of our Master 
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Himself. Anything coming short of that is 
guilt before God and sin against our fellow-men. 

One thing more. All this sacrificial system 
was not merely educative, it was not merely 
or only to stimulate the growth and instruct 
the working of conscience. It was all that, 
and, as I have tried to show, the nearer we 
get to God the more accurate our consciences 
will be, the more they will get into working 
order, and the more tender and sensitive they 
will be concerning the rights of other people 
and the rights of God over our lives. But there 
was something more than that—not merely 
educativeness but effectiveness, that these offer- 
ings really put a man right with God, and I 
want for a moment to think about that. 

An altar is a very ugly place, and sacrifice is 
avery ugly thing. We talk of it and think of 
it, I am afraid, without really troubling to 
think ‘out for ourselves all the implications of 
it. What had the man to do? He had to 
bring his offering, a live creature absolutely 
innocent, in the presence of the priest ; he had 
to press his hands upon the head of the animal 
that was being offered for his sin, and in so 
doing really to acknowledge that he himself 
was guilty and stood morally in the place that 
that little creature was occupying. Then him- 
self he had to take the knife and slay the 
creature. The altar was the place of blood, of 
death, of smoking flesh, something abhorrent 
to all the esthetic ideas and tendencies of a 
man’s nature. 
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It has always been the same. People sneer 
to-day at what they are pleased to call the 
“religion of the shambles,” and yet God’s 
Word says that “without shedding of blood 
there is no remission.” The blood of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, is repulsive to many. A 
great many Christians are unwilling to preach 
it. We talk about salvation by education, sal- 
vation by mutual improvement, salvation by the 
alteration of environment, salvation by the 
evolution of the human faculties and powers 
that are inherent in man, but we do not like 
the kind of salvation that is the only salvation 
I find in God’s Word, salvation through the 
blood of a slain, innocent Substitute, and that 
Substitute none other and none less than the 
Son of God Himself. It was precisely the 
horror of the thing which was intended to drive 
home upon the heart and conscience of the 
Israelite the horror of the dislocation of his 
relationship with his God. If the message of 
holiness and the insistence upon consecration is 
going to have any good result in our lives, it 
will only be, believe me, as we get a new and 
fresh and clearer vision of the fact that to the 
dying of the Lord Jesus Christ we owe every- 
thing, and that the best of us is only accepted 
and acceptable to God in the person of His 
beloved Son. 

It was your sin and mine that crucified the 
Lord Jesus. These sacrifices looked onward, 
they were anticipatory of what was to come. 
We look backward to-day to what has been, 
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and I want us, by His grace, just to realise that 
it is the thing that I am that made Calvary 
necessary for me. If I had not sinned, then 
there need have been no suffering Saviour. If 
I had not been the thing that I am, then the 
Son of God need not have been humbled and 
become obedient to the death, “even the death 
of the Cross.” But just because I have been 
so utterly and completely permeated with 
wrong-doing and wrong-thinking, and wrong 
ideals and wrong ambitions, and wrong 
methods, that it might be, and ought to! be, 
said of me that I am sin, so the Word of God 
says that “He made Him to be sin for us, 
though He knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him.” 

Go back in thought to that place outside a 
city wall, the green hill which one day had its 
greenness sprinkled red with the precious 
blood from the body of the Son of God, and 
remember it was because of us, because of our 
pride, because of our worldliness, because of 
our disloyalty to God, because of our failure 
to be the thing we ought to be, because of our 
coming short of the glory of God, because of 
our untruthfulness, because of our greediness, 
because of our self-centredness, because 
of our self-ambition, that the sun was 
darkened at noon and Jesus hung there and 
died. He was the Sin Offering, He was the 
Trespass Offering, and in the dying of the 
Lord Jesus Christ both the guilt and the in- 
jury of our sin can be put away, and so only. 
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THE CONSECRATION 
OF THE COMMONPLACE 


The Burnt Offering 


N the previous chapter we considered 
together the twin offerings which are both 
included under the general title of “non- 

sweet savour offerings.” We now turn to the 
three kinds of offerings, each of which is 
designated a “sweet savour offering” to God. 

In the first chapter of Leviticus you have 

the burnt offering dealt with. The typical sig- 
nification of the offering is, of course, that of 
complete and entire consecration. It was the 
one class of offering of which every whit was 
consumed upon the altar, and of which 
nothing was used for any other purpose. It 
was entirely consumed; the whole offering 
ascended to God in the cloud of the smoke 
upon the altar, and was thus typical of com- 
plete and unreserved surrender. Futhermore, 
this was the one offering which the priests 
were enjoined to keep continually upon the 
altar; the command was given that the burnt 
sacrifice should be offered every morning and 
every evening. In chapter vi. verse 13 of 
the book we are told concerning the fire which 
consumed it, “It shall never go out.” The sin 
offering was an occasional one to be offered as | 
conscience dictated and as need required. The 
peace offering and the meal offerings were 
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occasional, as.we shall see more in detail later 
on; the consecration of Israel to God was 
intended to be an unalterable fact, so that 
daily Israel was to be reminded by the burnt 
offering that in God’s purpose and intention 
it was an holy people wholly and entirely given 
up to God. 

Shall we just notice two or three preliminary 
things about this sacrifice, before we turn to 
the details of it. First of all, you will please 
to observe that the creatures appointed by God 
for sacrifice were all to be males, and I appre- 
hend the signification of that is this: that 
consecration is essentially an energetic thing, 
rather an active than a passive experience, and 
I believe that that is a word that needs these 
days to be emphasized. There is danger in a 
mere passivity in more directions than one, a 
danger lest we should mistake indolence for 
consecration, lest we should mistake lethargy 
and even the cowardice of our own nature for 
acquiescence in God’s will; and, a more subtle 
danger still, lest by an attitude of entire and 
complete passivity we should all unwittingly 
be laying ourselves open to the incoming, not 
of the Holy Spirit of God, but to the demoniac 
influences of the spirit of evil. Therefore, 
right at the very outset, we are reminded that 
this offering was in type and picture to be the 
offering of a consecrated and devoted energy 
yielded and given up to God. 

In the next place, you will notice that in the 
manner of the offering there is a most beautiful 
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co-operation between the offerer and the 
priests. In verses 3-6, four times over, the 
word “he,” referring to the offerer occurs. 
The offerer is to bring and present his offering. 
The offerer is to lean his hand upon the head 
of the animal which he brings, thus symbolic- 
ally identifying himself with it. The offerer 
is aci tally to slay the animal, and the offerer 
is to cut the animal into its proper pieces, that 
it may be laid in order upon the wood and 
upon the fire that is on the altar. Along with 
that, and almost alternating with it, you have 
the reference to the priest; the priest is to 
receive the blood and sprinkle it upon the 
altar; the priest is to put the fire upon the 
altar and lay the wood in order upon the altar, 
and to lay the parts of the creature in their 
order upon the wood. Without waiting to go 
into a great deal of detail, surely the suggestion 
about all this is just that whatever you and I 
by the grace of God do, in the direction of a 
complete consecration and surrender of our- 
selves to our blessed Lord, He Himself is at 
our side, prompting and helping and _ co- 
operating with us in the gift that we thus bring 
to God. I am afraid sometimes as we talk 
about the subject of consecration, almost in- 
evitably in our human weakness and one-sided- 
ness, our talking about it takes on a kind of 
harshness. If that isso, believe me, the harsh- 
ness is entirely due to the defective presenta- 
tion of the truth. In truth there is nothing 
more delightful in the whole world than the 
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experience of the soul that has really and un- 
reservedly given itself to God. As Bishop 
Moule wrote, “considered in the abstract, self- 
surrender is a thing abhorrent ; but considered 
in the concrete, self-surrender to Jesus Christ 
is the home-coming of the soul.” Everybody 
who knows anything of what it means knows 
really that this is not an exaggeration, but a 
sober statement of fact. If you have become 
acutely conscious of the fact that nothing less 
than unreserved consecration is demanded 
from you by the facts of the case, and by the 
necessary relationships between yourself and 
the Lord Jesus, I do want you, please, to seek 
to dismiss from your mind altogether the idea 
that there is something horrible and unnatural 
about it. Your Lord and Master Who loved 
you enough to die for you is the One Who is 
prompting and urging you to this responsive 
gift of yourself to Him. In type it was He, 
represented by the Aaronic priesthood, who 
stood at the offerer’s side ready to co-operate 
with him in the thing that he did, and ready 
to receive from him the gift of the life he was 
preparing thus to lay down. Remember, 
please, that as you face the question of life 
and life’s relationship to the Lord Jesus, it is 
not to a Deity afar off and unapproachable, 
but to a living and loving Saviour close by your 
side Who is waiting and watching eagerly for 
your response to His love in order that He may 
have the better opportunity to unfold to you 
the love of His own heart for yourself. 
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There was one exception that you will please 
to notice to the rule that the offerer was to 
kill the offering. If you read down the chap- 
ter you will discover that when you cbme to 
the offering which consisted in turtle doves or 
young pigeons, there the priest had to do 
everything. I wonder why. I cannot help 
thinking that there was a reason for it in this 
way. The offering of the young pigeons would 
likely enough very often be the offering of a 
child who had some pets at home; even 
they might be offered. We remember that 
God’s ideal for Israel was that it was to be an 
agricultural people, and these were just the 
kind of pets the children in farm or cottage 
would be likely to keep. The little boy or 
girl was thus encouraged to bring the very pet 
as an offering to Jehovah, and right here in the 
forefront of the Levitical Code, there is this 
provision for the children. When the Lord 
Jesus came, even the disciples could not 
understand His being interested in the 
children. They could not understand why He 
should devote time to them. They could not 
understand that children could claim a part of 
His thoughts and prayers. And their obtuse 
lack of sympathy with the little folks earned 
His stern rebuke. I should like to think that 
here God was making special provision for 
the boy or girl who, out of the love, the 
honest, true love of a loyal little heart, would 
want to bring something to the God Who loved 
and was saving and keeping and training him 
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or her. It is beautiful to think that in that 
case the priest was to do it all. It seems as 
though God would not even allow the child’s 
tind to be soiled by what, of course, the 
grown-up person is perfectly aware of, the 
necessity of taking animal life. It seemed, 
too, as if God would make it as easy as possible 
for the child to have a share in the tabernacle 
‘and, later, in the temple offerings. I want to 
say if a child reads this message, then God, 
dear little one, is willing and waiting to receive 
your sacrifice and your offering. When we 
come to think of it, the best and the oldest of 
us do well to take the child’s position, and if 
we feel that we are not adequate to the 
task of really bringing our own lives and 
laying them down in sacrifice and all that 
that means at the feet of Jesus Christ, remem- 
ber that He said, “ Except ye be converted and 
become as little children, ye cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.” 

Therefore if there is a timid heart that, 
looking out to the future with a kind of dread 
at what might happen if it really should come 
and let the Lord Jesus have everything, let 
us remember this, that He is willing to deal 
with us on the best basis of all, the basis of 
His dealings with the children. If we will let 
Him, He will take us and carry us right 
through the whole transaction; or to put it in 
the words of the Apostle Paul, to the Church 
at Philippi, “It is God that works in you, both 
the willing and the doing,” and if you and I 
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by His grace are made willing, it is His doing. 
If there is in our hearts any desire after Him- 
self, and for giving our lives to Him, let 
us thankfully recollect and record the fact that 
that, in itself, is an evidence that the Holy 
Spirit of God is really at work in our hearts, 
prompting us and leading us to this to which 
He calls us. 

Passing by these preliminaries, will you turn 
to look a little more in detail at the signifi- 
cance of the kinds of offerings which were pre- 
supposed in this chapter. You will notice 
there are three divisions, which really are four- 
fold. First of all, there was the bullock, the 
offering of the herd ; there were then two kinds 
of offerings of the flocks, namely, the sheep or 
the goat, and lastly, the offering of fowls, 
either of turtle doves or pigeons. Just a word 
or two about each of these. 

The first and most obvious grading of them 
is a financial one. Some men could afford to 
offer a bullock and some could only afford the 
sheep or the goat, while others might be so 
poor that the offering of the turtle dove was 
all that they could reasonably accomplish. 
The lesson surely for us all is this: that “if 
there be first a willing mind it is accepted 
according to what a man hath and not accord- 
ing to that he hath not.” (2 Cor. viii. verse 12.) 
The willing mind. The point is that the offer- 
ing must be an honest one. If the Israelitish 
farmer could offer the bullock, it was mockery 
for him to bring the turtle doves. On the 
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other hand, if nothing more than the turtle 
doves was within his compass, God was entirely 
willing to take exactly what the man could 
offer. So, beloved, some of us feel we have 
got very little to give to our God, yet let us 
remember that that little, however small it may 
be, the Lord Jesus is willing to take. 

Once upon a time there was a boy who had 
nothing more than five crumpled-up barley 
loaves and two little fishes he had brought out 
for his lunch, but that was quite enough for 
Jesus Christ. Jesus took them, and that tiny, 
worthless offering, as we should have been 
tempted to describe it, was the basis upon 
which the Lord proceeded to work that might- 
iest of all miracles short of resurrection, which 
is recorded for us in the Gospels. Please do 
not let us run away with the notion that 
because we have very little, therefore it 
does not much matter how we stand in relation 
to our God. You remember in the parable, 
the one man who spoilt everything was the 
man who had only got one talent. He might 
have used it, but he did not. The man who 
had the five, used them ; the man who had the 
two used his share, but the man who felt that 
his share was not worth anything made the 
fatal mistake of keeping it back from the God 
Who had given it to him. If we have got 
very little, not much education, not much 
time, very limited opportunities, if our duties 
circumscribe us within their narrow sphere, 
never mind, we can give what we have, 
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and the Lord Jesus accepts what we have 
according to the proportion of what He has 
given to us. He gave it, He arranged and 
planned it, and your and my little gift is worth 
as much in His eyes as the man who has great 
possessions and gladly lays them at the feet of 
Jesus. When Jesus was watching the people 
casting their gifts into the treasury, He saw a 
poor woman who threw in two coins, rather 
less than a farthing, and He said that was the 
biggest donation that had been put in that day. 
She had given more that all because she had 
given her all. We can bring a little thing to 
Him, and He will take it. Your Sunday 
school class may be a small one, but you can 
bring that to Him. Your time for service may 
be very little, but you can bring that to Him. 
Your money may be very small in amount, but 
you can bring that to Him, and what we bring, 
that He will take and bless us in the taking 
of it. 

In the next place, we may well regard the 
offerings as typifying our opportunities. Thus 
regarded, the bullock will stand to us for the 
picture of strength and endurance. The Old 
Testament is the book of a pastoral and 
agricultural people. The Israelites knew all 
about cattle. And their deepest spiritual 
aspirations were summed up and typified in 
the desire that their oxen should be strong to 
labour. 

In the burnt offering we can, therefore, see 
at once the notion which for every Israelite 
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would underlie the sacrifice of the bullock. 
It is the presentation to God of the power to 
work. “Trust God and work hard,” was 
David Livingstone’s life motto. How he lived 
up to it! Like the great Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, he was in labours oft. And for all of 
us consecration will mean that we bring to 
God all the capacity for hard work with which 
He has endowed us. Laziness has no place 
in the consecrated life. 

So we will take spiritual stock of ourselves 
as we read these lines together. We will 
recognise humbly and thankfully that God has 
endued us with such-and-such characteristics. 
He has given us a certain strength of body, 
strength of intellect, strength of character. 
These all represent capacities which in the 
days to come, please God, shall enable you to 
shoulder heavy burdens of responsibility from 
which other people may perhaps shrink. 

It is a glorious thing for a young life with all 
these capacities within it to come to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and lay them right down at His 
feet. The consecrated offering means that you 
will bear the heavy load without grumbling ; 
that you will carry great responsibilities and 
keep a young heart; that you will use to the 
full the great potentialities with which God has 
enriched you, and yet be humble in the doing 
of it. These are the things that really count 
in the service and ministry of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Of such a quality was the discipleship which 


5° 


The Burnt Offering 


Sir George Burns offered to his Lord. Tire- 
less industry, shrewd judgment, inflexible 
determination, and above all a firm, consistent 
Christian character; these were the materials 
out of which early in life the young Scottish 
merchant fashioned his burnt offering. And 
the fire of God fell on that offering, and 
Burns’s Master used His servant’s gifts to do a 
great work in the world. Through that con- 
secrated life men’s dream of ocean steam 
navigation became realized. For Burns, along 
with another Christian man, Samuel Cunard, 
who was a Quaker, founded the famous 
Cunard Line, as well as the coasting line which 
bears still the name of the Burns Brothers. 
Well, your burnt offering and mine may not 
loom so big in its results in the eyes of the 
world, as in the case of the Glasgow merchant, 
but if it be of like quality it will be as precious 
to the Lord Jesus. You may not win a 
baronetcy to bequeath to your children. But 
you may leave them that good name which is 
rather to be chosen than great riches (Proverbs 
xxii. 1). You may not control a fleet of great 
ships, but you may learn to apply the like 
principles which marked the founding of the 
Cunard Line to the quiet integrity of the con- 
duct of your own business. The care and 
thoroughness with which Burns superintended 
his life’s work in all its departments may be 
applied by the schoolboy to the doing of his 
work, or by the girl kept at home for the 
drudgery of helping her mother. And these 
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are offerings of value in the sight of Him with 
Whom we have to do. 

And likely enough there will be those who 
read these pages who in the days to come, if 
the Lord still tarries, are going to have a name 
given tothem by Him through His grace which 
will be of renown among the princes of the 
people of God. If the burnt offering is true 
and sincere there is no limit to what the Lord 
can do with it. Thus He did with a Dundee 
mill-girl. God trained and fashioned her, and 
He took her out to West Africa and made her, 
virtually, the queen over a district bigger than 
the whole of Great Britain. The Calabar hin- 
terland was a region black with murder and 
lust, so awful that the very heralds of the cross 
had not penetrated into it. Yet that little 
lonely Scottish woman went in there with only 
her retinue of rescued children and subdued the 
blackness and brought in the light of Jesus 
Christ. There are no limits to what God can 
do with a wholly yielded life. 

In the next place, the offering might be 
taken from the flocks either of sheep or goats. 
The first and most obvious characteristic sug- 
gested by the sheep is submissiveness. If I 
may refer to what I said above with regard to 
passivity I should like to point out the danger 
of mistaking passivity for submission. In- 
dolence or lethargy is not the same thing as 
the willing, glad acquiescencein the will of God 
which is connoted by the term submission. 
What God is calling us to, is not that sort of 
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soul numbness which cannot react to circum- 
stances. There are hearts which are crushed 
by adverse conditions, which, like the seed 
sown on stony ground, have no root in them- 
selves. They spring up quickly and quickly 
wither. They are bowed down by every weight 
that comes upon them. The burnt offering 
means not that kind of thing, but the willing, 
deliberate, strong purpose which lays down the 
whole life at the feet of Jesus Christ for Him 
to doas He will. This is the type which fur- 
nishes much of the vocabulary of Scripture 
concerning the Lord Jesus Himself. “He is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 
openeth not His mouth” (Isaiah liii. 7). Yet 
He declared of Himself with reference to this 
very experience, “no man taketh it from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to 
lay it down, and power to take it again” (John 
x: 28). 

“O pale Galilean,” Swinburne wrongly, as 
usual, apostrophises the Lord Jesus. ‘That is 
not the implication derived from Scripture. 
Jesus was no mere passive victim of a cruel 
fate, no patient martyr of an unpopular cause. 
Rather He was the “strong Son of God, Im- 
mortal Love,” as Tennyson, with a far deeper 
spiritual insight, calls Him. And consecra- 
tion, dear reader, does not mean that you are 
to bow helpless to a fate you cannot avoid. It 
means that deliberately and gladly, and of set 
purpose, you make God’s will yours. 
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Thy wonderful grand will, my God, 
With triumph now I make it mine ; 

And faith shall cry a joyous ‘‘ yes!” 
To every dear command of Thine. 


Whether for suffering or endurance, whether 
for life or death by Thy grace, Lord, we are 
Thine. 

Just north of Solway stands the town of 
Wigtown. There, on the morning of the 11th 
of May, 1685, a young Scottish girl was led out 
to die for the sake of Jesus Christ. Margaret 
Wilson was chained to a stake in Solway to 
await her death by the incoming tide because 
she would not deny her Lord. If you want to 
read the whole moving story look in that book 
of Scottish history, Dr. Smellie’s “ Men of the 
Covenant.” And if you can read the narrative 
of Maggie Wilson’s glory dry-eyed, I am sorry 
for you. Some people might have said to what 
purpose is this waste? as they did on another 
occasion when also a woman poured out that 
which was costly at the feet of her Master. 
In this Britain of ours we can meet where we 
will in quietness and in security to worship 
God according to the light of our own com 
science, inspired, I trust, by the Word of God, 
no one making us afraid. Why? Because 
Margaret Wilson was not afraid to die. Others 
have laboured and others have suffered. She 
is only one of the noble army of martyrs. And 
we have entered into the heritage which they 
have won for us. We may be sure that these 
things were not in the thoughts of the young 
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Scottish lassie as she went forth to die that 
bright May morning. It was just loyalty to 
the Lord Jesus Christ that constrained her. 
Perhaps some of us who read these lines may 
have to say at the end, “ Well, I have done very 
little, my life has been very circumscribed.” 
“He has cut me off like a weaver’s thrum” 
(Isaiah xxxviii. 12). And yet if it truly repre- 
sents our consecration offering to Him the 
sacrifice will be fragrant to the Lord for Whom 
it was made, and fruitful in blessed far-reach- 
ing result to people who perhaps will never 
hear of it this side of the glory. 

Then we come to the goat. Now the goat is 
an interesting animal. There are two words 
for itin Hebrew. The word that is used here is 
simply a word meaning “shaggy,” but there is 
another word for goat which seems to be 
derived from the adverb “now.” We may say 
it means “promptitude,” and if you have ever 
seen a goat quarrelsome or resentful of inter- 
ference, you will understand something of the 
significance of the second Hebrew word which 
is applied to describe this little creature. But 
there is a meaning in that for us. There is 
such a thing as yielding to the Lord Jesus 
Christ in a surrender which is prompt, and 
ready for every indication of His will. I read 
in the sixth chapter of Ephesians the descrip- 
tion of the Christian’s armour ; that the Christ- 
ian’s feet are to be shod with the readiness 
which the Gospel gives. Dear friends, if you 
and I are going to be wholly consecrated to the 
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Lord Jesus Christ it means a readiness on our 
part for doing things, readiness to get up and 
serve somebody else, readiness to give way 
over things concerning which we have a per- 
fect right to hold our own, an alertness that 
is on the lookout for opportunities of doing 
kindness to other folks; that is the kind of 
thing which is indicated, if I mistake not, in the 
offering of the goat, the promptitude of an 
instructed, alert, virile Christian life. 

Then there is the offering of the pigeons or 
turtle doves which certainly in type speaks of 
affectionateness. I am reminded of that great 
word of St. Paul in the twelfth Romans, “Be 
kindly affectioned one to another in brotherly 
love,” the mutual affectionateness which is, 
or ought to be, the hall-mark of the truly con- 
secrated child of God. 

Now, dear young Christians, I think this is 
a word especially for some of us. You know 
there is a temptation for us to imagine that 
consecration means going to meetings and that 
sort of thing, and leaving the little, plain, hum- 
drum home duties altogether out of account. 
We are much concerned, and it is right that 
we should be, about the interests of people 
outside the family circle, but real consecration 
takes in the inner circle as well as the outer.. 
It does not fail to see the immediate, because 
of being occupied with the more remote. It 
is not always having a telescope glued to irs 
eye, so that it is unable to see the things that 
are actually lying round about it, and conse- 
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cration includes the affectionateness of the 
relationships of home life. Believe me, if you 
and I really get right with God, and into the 
position in relationship with Him into which 
He wants to bring us, it is going to make a 
vast difference to the home life of some of us. 

Our home life will be sweetened because we 
shall be made willing to do things for other 
folks. They may seem to be trivial things, but 
they will make life glad for our dear ones as 
well as for ourselves, because they will be the 
indubitable evidence of a real consecration. 
Do you say you wish you could be sure that 
God loves you? You will be quite certain 
about it when that love has taught you to look 
out for chances of showing table courtesies to 
brothers or sisters. The daughter will be quite 
sure of her calling and election when she has 
elected to do the mother’s heavy basket of 
mending for her. The son will be equally sure 
that he is saved when he is saved from thought- 
lessness to those at home. 

It will often be the pathway of consecration 
for some of us to stay behind and make it 
possible for somebody else to go to the meet- 
ing. It is for the truly consecrated disciple to 
do the kindly and thoughtful and loving thing 
and to share the burdens and the cares of those 
who care for and think of him, and not in 
going out into other things to forget the 
duties that lie right at hand. Remember 
that the relationships of life that God 
has given to us are sacred, and though it is 
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perfectly true that even the most sacred 
relationship of all must give place to the 
claims of the Lord Jesus Christ, yet also it is 
true usually and normally, that the claims of 
Jesus Christ come to us through the natural 
ties and claims, in which by His providence 
He has enmeshed us. And it is a spurious kind 
of spirituality that puts home into the back- 
ground for the sake of some future life duties 
to which God some day may call us. 

Will you notice also there is not only what 
we may call a typical grading here, but also 
a temperamental grading. People often come 
and talk to one about the difficulties and 
peculiarities of their temperaments. Now, of 
course, temperament simply means the admix- 
ture of qualities which go to make your own 
individuality. Everyone of us is different from 
everybody else. It is very beautiful that it 
should be so. God Who has wonderfully 
clothed the hills with the grass, has so ordained 
and arranged it, that no two blades of grass 
are exactly alike—to talk the jargon of the 
class room, variation is continuous. What is 
true of the grass is true also of us. The 
beauty of it and variety of it, and peculiarities 
of it, are all reflected in the extremely complex 
make-up which is the birthright, the inherit- 
ance of every son of man. When you are 
saved, that birthright of yours is not done away 
with, you bring into the kingdom precisely 
what you are. You are made a new creature 
in Christ Jesus, but you are still you. Paul 
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said, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless 
I live,” and Paul was never so triumphantly 
and magnificently Paul as when his nature had 
been crucified on the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in identification with his blessed Master. 
G 1 wants to take us and to make us the very 
best and the very most that we possibly can be, 
and in order that He should do that it is first 
necessary that we should let Him do it. That 
is precisely what is meant here by the thought 
of consecration, the giving over to God of our- 
selves as we are. 

While it is perfectly true that everyone of 
us is different, some thinkers have grouped 
together the various types of temperament 
under four main headings. I want you to 
notice that these four different categories attach 
themselves quite naturally to the four different 
kinds of sacrifices which are indicated here in 
this chapter. 

First of all, the bullock speaks of the type 
of temperatment which people call the choleric. 
The choleric man—for it is usually rather a 
masculine than a feminine type, though not 
always—the choleric man is the man with 
driving power, the man who can set an object 
before him and bend all his energies to the 
reaching of that object, the man who, if he is 
not saved, will be all out for the devil, but on 
the other hand, the man who, if he is saved, 
will also be unreservedly all out for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Everything in him, all his 
powers, will be bent to the doing of the will 
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of God, and it is of men and women like that 
that God can make His leaders and com- 
manders in His army. 

In the next place, the sheep speaks rather 
of that type of temperament which is known 
by the name of the phlegmatic. This type of 
person is hard to move. It is comparatively 
unemotional, and therefore it is difficult to 
bring up to the point of decision about any- 
thing. Now, of course, you can at once see 
the dangers of such a type of disposition. Some 
of us, perhaps, may be quite acutely aware of 
the fact that we conform more or less to that, 
and therefore there is a danger for us; we 
are hard to move. And yet when once you have 
hallowed a disposition of that kind to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, there is a great beauty and a 
great charm init. That type of Christian just 
keeps evenly and steadily going forward and 
does not get “rattled” or disturbed when things 
go wrong. He just goes on patiently and 
quietly with God, absolutely sure that his 
Master is going to be victorious at the end. 
Such a man or woman may exercise a valuable 
stabilising influence in the Church of God. 

Then you come to the goat, and that, I 
suppose, would naturally represent the type of 
the disposition which is called sanguine, the 
hopeful person. The obvious danger of the 
hopeful person is that he is quickly up and 
vety often quickly down again. But, on the 
other hand, we should be badly off it it were 
not for the hopeful Christians. Oh, it is good 
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to see these men and women who are full of 
enthusiasm for Jesus Christ, and if that en- 
thusiasm is really brought and laid upon the 
altar of God, it won’t be allowed to die out. 
I wonder if there is anybody reading this page 
who once was enthusiastic, but is, perhaps, 
conscious of the fact that they have got a little 
bit damped and dull. My friend “bring now 
again thine offering unto the Lord.” Lay your 
enthusiasm and your hopefulness once more 
at the feet of Jesus Christ, and remember 
that He can use it and He wants to, if you will 
let Him. It will give you joy and Him too, 
and you will be used to lift a cloud and 
lighten the burden for some other soul. 

Then, lastly, there is the type which is sug- 
gested by the dove or the pigeon. This is 
generally designated by the term “ melancholic.” 

The thoughtful folks are subsumed under 
this category. They are not predominantly the 
leaders in action, but they are the students, 
philosophers and poets of the mysteries of 
God. This class of disposition has its own 
temptations, just as every other has. There 
may be what Dr. Stalker calls a carnival of 
passion going on in the inner mind. Or there 
may grow up a brooding habit of thought 
which effectually keeps back the life from use- 
fulness. The way out for this type of person, 
as for others, is just the way of the burnt 
offering. What you give, the Lord Jesus will 
most certainly take. And what He takes He 
will most surely keep. 
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My purpose in enumerating all these types 
of character is that we may learn that God has 
a special use for each one of us in His Church. 
There is a special place which each one of us 
may fulfil in His scheme of things, and which 
it is to be noted no one else can. We are 
therefore, please, none of us to go away and 
say that our disposition is so peculiar that we 
cannot be blessed as others are. We are none 
of us warranted in saying, “Well, anyhow I 
am out of it.” You are not out of it. You 
are as God made you. You are the infinitely 
complex resultant of all the forces lying back 
of your life which have gone to make you what 
you are. The Lord wants you, my reader, 
and you can bring your burnt offering to Him 
to-day, and He will accept it most gladly and 
you will have the blessing. 

Before we leave our studies of this close- 
packed chapter, notice one or two general 
points. First, let us recall the fact that when 
the lamb had been killed, it was to be laid 
in orderly fashion upon the altar. I take it 
that this a remainder to us that our consecra- 
tion is not to be a mere haphazard wave of 
emotion. But that, if God is really dealing 
with us, if He is really calling us into closer 
fellowship with Himself, what He wants us to 
do is something like this: to go quietly away 
by ourselves alone, and just to seek to think 
over life as we have it, as we see it in His 
most holy sight, and lay it before ourselves 
in order. I am engaged in this business which 
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takes up such-and-such of my time. I have 
this amount of income which will enable me 
to do just so much and no more. I have these 
responsibilities that God has given me, and 
that I must discharge: loved ones dependent 
upon me, a home for which I am more or less 
responsible, and so on. Thus let us really 
seek quietly and in the sight of God to get a 
comprehensive view of these lives of ours, and 
then, if you please, see to it that all there is, 
without any reservation or limitation whatever, 
is unreservedly upon the altar of the will of 
God in Jesus Christ. There is nothing secular 
about the Christian’s life. I am afraid some- 
times when we talk about consecration we are a 
little tempted to think of services in church, 
and missionary effort, and things like that. 
What I do long that we should get to realise 
is this: that for the child of God, every whit 
is holy. As Dr. Bonar wrote, you remember: 


Praise in life's common looks and tones, 
In intercourse at hearth or board 
With my beloved ones. 
Not in the Temple Courts alone, 
Where holy voices chime, 
But in the quiet walks of earth 
The silent rooms of time. 


Every bit of our lives really sacred. Your 
drawing-room sacred to God, your social inter- 
course, your social life. What a difference it 
would make for some of us and of our friends 
if we really decided that our drawing-rooms at 
home should be the Presence Chambers of 
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the King. What a difference it would make if 
we said that, by His grace, we would never 
invite friends to come and sit down with us 
round the afternoon tea table without speaking 
of the King and of the things appertaining to 
the kingdom. What a lot of talk would have 
to stop, what a lot of things in our neighbour- 
hood would be altered. We would lose some 
friends maybe, they would drop off from us 
like the dead leaves from the tree in autumn, 
and perchance we would gain some others. 
What a difference it would make to some of 
us if our dining-rooms were in deed and in 
truth the very temple of God; what a differ- 
ence, perhaps, for some of us in our habits of 
eating and drinking! I wonder what it would 
mean if we were all really to face up to the 
proposition, “that whatsoever” we did, whether 
eating or drinking, we should do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and for the glory of 
God. We say grace—at least I hope we do, 
I sometimes go even into Christian families 
and there is no grace said—we say grace over 
our meals, but what a perfunctory thing it 
often is. Grace and grumbling! Grace, and 
a table where the husband sits down and begins 
to find fault with the arrangement of the house 
and the ordering of the meals and the rest 
of it. 

The whole life is holy to God, the whole of 
it. Some of us seem to put on our spirituality 
when we go outside, and we take it off when 
we get in. They say distance lends enchant- 
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ment tothe view. I sometimes think if people 
got very close to some of us—perhaps to some 
of us who are Christian workers and ministers 
of the Gospel—there would not be much en- 
chantment left. If they saw us as we are 
really with the mask dropped and the pretence 
gone, and ourselves just in our drab ordinari- 
ness, how much of the glory of God would they 
see in our lives? 

Then again, in the life of a Christian man 
of business what opportunities there are for 
glorifying God. And such a life as this can 
be laid out in order and put upon the altar. 
Business is a big word and covers a vast 
amount of very widely differing circumstances. 
All the more reason, therefore, for the 
Christian to lay this out before God that he 
may be able to see for himself just what his 
Heavenly Father wants him to be, and where 
and howit has to be done. Demeanour, dress, 
behaviour, speech, in a word the manners of 
the man are to be as it becometh saints. In 
our relationships with our superiors, our 
equals, and our inferiors, we are to walk 
worthily of the Gospel. “Thou desirest truth 
in the inward parts.” And the consecrated 
life must be a life of business integrity. “Love 
doth not behave itself unseemly.” And the 
life of a Christian om ’change, in his shop 
behind his counter, or in his office, affords 
large and ample scope for the working out in 
its details of that glorious principle. 

The business man’s relationships are exceed- 
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tngly complex. He is brought into more or 
less intimate association with, (1) the outside 
public ; (2) his fellows, who may be there as 
fellow workers or as business associates, and 
these again may either be partners or simply 
those engaged in like trade; (3) his employers 
or employees as the case may be. 

Now these represent such a staggering array 
of duties and responsibilities that a man may 
well feel his heart fail him as he contemplates 
them. Yet the consecrated life of the Christian 
must be like Christ’s robe, woven without seam 
throughout. If the life is to be worth any- 
thing it must be all of a piece. Consecration 
means that the lordship of the Master has been 
extended to cover all life. Or, inthe language 
of the burnt offering, this complex business life 
must be reviewed in all its parts as far as one 
can. do it and the man must deliberately plan 
out this part of his life to the best possible 
advantage for his Lord. 

It would obviously be impracticable for me 
to attempt to unfold here all the difficulties 
-and possibilities of business life. All I can 
do is to offer a few general suggestions as 
prayerfully and carefully as I am able. The 
first point I would emphasize is, that in all 
this we are to be deliberate and thorough. 
Face up to the difficult situation. Do not leave 
success to chance. It seldom comes that way. 
Lay out the life and the people in it before 
God 


Then notice that the entrails and the legs 
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of the victim were to be thoroughly cleansed. 
The meaning of this is sufficiently obvious. 
Our motives, desires, ambitions and plans are 
symbolized by the entrails. The practical 
carrying out of all these by the legs. And in 
respect to both of these departments of life, 
the corrective and educative power of the Word 
of God is to be applied by the Holy Spirit. 
This, I believe, is always indicated in Scrip- 
ture under the figure of water. The Bible is 
not only Spirit breathed; it must be Spirit 
used if it is to be effective in bringing about 
its designed results. 

I want to say the third thing very tenderly 
and with a deep consciousness of my own weak- 
ness, as well as a sense of the needs of those 
to whom I am speaking. It is this. In the 
long run it is easiest to be definite. When 
men see that the love of Christ is really the 
constraining motive in your life, they may hate 
you, but they cannot help respecting you. 
And that means that the witness of Jesus 
Christ is being at any rate powerfully borne 
to their souls. Let them see then that you are 
all out for the kingdom of God. Some will 
try to take advantage of you. Some will affect 
to despise you. Some will respond to you. 
But with them all your life will count for the 
Lord Jesus, and you may trust God to put it 
to the very utmost use. 

And I am sure that you will find the 
presence of God in the busy hours of the 
workaday life so real and so satisfying that you 
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will be blessed in this way as you can be in no 
other. In the ordinary rush of business when 
things are so urgent and insistent that you have 
scarcely time to think you will discover with 
surprised delight what your Lord can be to 
you. You may scarcely know which way to 
turn next, yet you will find in your heart— 


That peace that flows serene and deep, 
A river in the soul, 

Whose banks a living verdure keep 
God’s sunshine o’er the whole. 
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E turn now to the second chapter of 
Leviticus to consider together a little 
what is called in the Authorized Ver- 

sion the “Meat Offering”; but you will see 
that the word “ meat” is used in the old English 
sense of the term, meaning simply “food,” and 
if you would get at the real description of the 
offering you would do so by altering the last 
letter from a “t” into an “1” and calling it 
the “ meal offering.” 

The meal offering represents what we may 
call, using the old Bible term, a man’s con- 
versation. It reveals the will of God as toa 
man’s life among his fellow men. The burnt 
offering speaks of consecration, and the peace 
offering, as we shall see later, of communion 
with God. And in both of these the thought 
of our relationship to our fellows must intrude, 
because you cannot keep life divided into 
water-tight compartments. Specially is this 
intrusion seen in the burnt offering. _Conse- 
cration is so eminently practical a thing. But 
yet if the meaning of the life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and of the Christian was to be fully 
set forth, it was necessary that this relationship 
should be exhibited as something which not 
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merely enters in by the way but is itself an 
integral part of life. Now if you will turn to 
our chapter’ you will see that for the most 
part, it was to be of fine flour. There was an 
exception to this—if you will look in the four- 
teenth verse—it was possible that a meal offer- 
ing might consist of the first fruits, which in 
that case were to be green ears of corn dried 
by the fire, corn beaten out of full ears. Again, 
if I am not much mistaken, there is here in 
type and significance a reference to our God’s 
gracious and loving acceptance of, and delight 
in, the child-love and the child-service so aptly 
typified, you will see, by the first ripe ears. 
I must not stay to dwell upon that, but I pass 
it on specially to you whoare parents, and you 
who have in any way charge of or responsi- 
bility for the children, for your encouragement 
that you may know that much more even than 
you love your child and welcome the child’s 
loving service for yourself, the Heavenly 
Father loves the child and welcomes the child’s 
service in Jesus Christ. But leaving that on 
one side, you will notice that the offering has 
as its base, so to speak, the fine flour. 

Now fine flour is the product of human 
labour. It represents the wheat, which is the 
staple food of man, ground down by the mill 
into a state suitable for man’s consumption, 
and the picture of it is obvious enough to us 
all. There is a Latin word that we sometimes 
use, the word “tribulation,” which is derived 
from a word which means a threshing sledge. 
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In the old days before flails were invented, it 
was the custom, so Roman writers tell us, not 
only in Rome, but in other countries, to thresh 
wheat by means of a heavy wooden sledge, 
laden and studded with big flint stones which 
was dragged to and fro over the heap of wheat 
to separate the husk from the wheat kernel 
itself. Tribulation means just that, the rub ° 
and the breaking up of life through trouble. 
We have got another word, the old Anglo 
Saxon word “fret,” which means nearly the 
same thing, only, of course, a metaphor 
derived from an entirely different opera- 
tion of man’s industry, the fretting of a saw, 
the eating out of the heart of the wood. All 
these words come to picture similar processes, 
the action upon ourselves of the circumstances 
of our lives. 

When we are born into the world, we are 
born not merely as individual units. Every 
single baby is born as the centre of a whole 
network of relationships and associations. 
And the Bible declaration is true in a deeper 
sense than we, perhaps, have ever assigned 
toit “that it is not good for man to be alone.” 

Man in solitariness can never realise all that 
God means him to be and tohave. Robinson 
Crusoe can never be as deep and true an 
example of a holy life as the person who is 
living in association with his fellows. There- 
fore, we have here a message which sanctifies 
and irradiates the ordinary and the common- 
place. Holiness is not something extraordin- 
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ary, out of the way, out of the common, it is 
just God realised in the commonplace details 
of everyday life. The rub and the fret which 
alone can produce the fine flour of the meal 
offering, is that which is brought into our lives 
through association and contact with one 
another. I do not mean in this connection, 
an association and contact which is wrong. I 
think the indication mainly is about the 
associations which are normal. If two people 
come to live together within a house, their 
very physical contact introduces this element 
of rub, the necessity for a certain give and 
take, which is essential to the manufacturing 
of the highest and best type of human 
character. If that is true of husband and wife, 
as it is, it is much more abundantly 
true as the family grows and the inmates of the 
house multiply. Our rough corners are rubbed 
off by association with one another, our 
angularities are softened, the tenderness of 
our disposition is, or is intended to be, drawn 
out in sympathy and in helpfulness towards one 
another. Whether in the family or in the 
lonely mission station, or in a business office, 
or in a shop, or warehouse, wherever men and 
women have to gather together, there, by the 
very facts of the case, this element is intro- 
duced into life. 

Now there is always a danger and a tempta- 
tion for the Christian, and particularly per- 
haps for the young Christian, to desire to 
get away and escape from this contact which 
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is often felt to be so hindering to the develop- 
ment of his spiritual life. I want to say, 
if you please, that God puts us in this close 
association with one another, not merely 
because He cannot help it, not merely 
because it is the best He can do under the 
circumstances for us, but really because abso- 
lutely in this way it is the very best thing 
that can happen. There is always a kind of 
tendency in the human heart towards solitari- 
ness with regard to spiritual things. The tend- 
ency has found expression, of course, histor- ° 
ically in the Monastic and Conventual move- 
ments in which men and women,« trying to 
escape from the bondage, as they termed it, 
of family life and responsibilities, have sought 
to get away and to evade their responsibility 
by going outside of them altogether, thinking 
that thereby they were pleasing God. But 
even if there you could escape your own evil 
heart, you would only be wrecking the purpose 
of God for your life. For if you could live 
alone for ever in a cell, that would not help 
you to a life of holiness, because it would 
deprive you of one of the most important 
factors in life that God can ever bring into it, 
namely, contact and association, give and take 
with other folks. 

In our previous address we have spoken 
about the differences of temperament. Now 
sometimes, indeed quite frequently, it so 
happens, that included within one family 
circle, there are temperaments so dissonant 
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with one another that their very presence with 
one another, as we say, “rubs them up the 
wrong way.” Now what we are to do if we 
really get the message of God for our own 
hearts from this Scripture figure, is not to 
evade or try to evade that kind of friction. 
But bringing it all to the Lord and receiving 
it as from His hand, as one of the best things 
He can bring into our lives, let that parti- 
cular kind of rub and discipline and training 
work in us the very thing that God means to 
do through it. What we want isa Gospel, not 
merely for special occasions, not merely for 
Sundays, but for every day and for the working 
circumstances of life, and thank God that is 
precisely what we may have. The honoured 
Principal of the Bible Training Institute has 
told us that there was a man once, a fitter in 
a large engineering shop on the Clyde, who 
had a wonderful revelation of God in his own 
soul, and was brought into great experimental 
knowledge of the presence of his Lord and 
Master. During the war, one day, while he 
was working at his lathe, there came to him 
such an overwhelming consciousness of the 
glory of the presence of the Lord Jesus that he 
was fain to bow in adoration and thus to stop 
his work. Ina moment or two there came to 
him the thought that after all he was not work- 
ing alone. Therefore, if his lathe stopped, it 
meant delay for some other man who was 
taking from him the article that he was turning, 
and subjecting it to a further process, and the 
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man just lifted up his heart to Jesus and he 
said, “Oh, Lord, take away the glory and let 
me get on with the job.” The Lord Who 
granted His servant the vision, granted him also 
the saving sturdy sense of duty. God Who was 
in that revelation of Himself was also in the 
still small voice of conscience. That is the 
life hid with Christ in God. It is not some- 
thing impractical and visionary and exotic. 

It is the glorification of the ordinary. While 
the Lord Jesus Himself spent three and a half 
years in public ministry, doing works that none 
other man ever did and speaking things which 
have reverberated through the centuries right 
down to this age, He spent thirty years in the 
quiet of that unnoticed home at Nazareth. 
The Son of God, yet bound by the ordinary 
limitations of human life; the Son of God, 
living in a workman’s cottage; the Son of God, 
with His own hands earning the money for the 
upkeep of His mother and His half-brothers 
and sisters. After Christ was twelve years old 
we read nothing more of the foster father, 
Joseph. Therefore, as quite a young man, in 
all probability, the burden of the home rested 
' on the Lord Jesus. At any rate, that is a 
fair implication both from the Gospel narrative 
and from its silences. I confess I love to 
think that in that way also, knowing the 
responsibility of a home, knowing the burden 
and pressure of a family, my Lord Jesus was 
made like unto His servants. 

If that were so, it means that He knew what 
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it was to bear the like responsibilities to ours. 
Rent day in Nazareth was, I suppose, in all 
essentials very much like rent day anywhere 
else. Clothes and sandals wore out there as 
they do in other places. Stomachs had to be 
filled by the same ordinary means that God has 
appointed for everybody. And food was as 
little to be had for the asking in Nazareth as 
in Manchester. The Lord Jesus Christ, we 
may infer, knows all about these details in 
your life, dear Christian, which are so often 
sordid, and which may so easily become 
deadening to our spiritual life. And He knows 
not merely because He is God and knows all 
things. He knows human life from the inside. 
The Son of God lived in all this as you have 
to do. And at the end of it, as He stepped 
forth to the work of His public ministry, there 
came to Him this attestation from the Father: 
“This is My beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased.” In the presentation of all that is 
connoted by the fine flour of the meal offering, 
the scrutiny of the Father Himself could find 
no flaw and nothing wrong. 

And the like set of experiences is God’s will 
for us. In home and church and business we 
are, by faith, to learn to thank God for the 
difficult and tiresome people whom we have to 
meet. The unreasonable customer seen in 
this aspect takes on a kind of glory. Selfish- 
ness and injustice done to us become means 
of grace. We are to learn totake these things 
not as coming into our lives as an interruption 
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of the spiritual and vital personal contact 
between ourselves and Christ, but as part of 
the very thing through which, and in which 
alone, we can really. know and enjoy the 
presence of the Master. We shall do it as we 
are reminded by the Holy Spirit that we are 
treading where He has trod, and that we are 
experiencing what He Himself has been 
through. There is a collect in the Book of 
Common Prayer which aptly enough sums up 
the whole matter for us. “ Almighty God, Who 
hast given Thine only Son to be unto us both 
a sacrifice for sin and also an example ot 
Godly life, give us grace that we may always 
most thankfully receive that His inestimable 
benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to 
follow the blessed steps of His most holy life” 
(Collect for the second Sunday after Easter). 
“Endeavour ourselves” does not mean try. It 
is the old English reflexive use of the verb and 
it signifies “give ourselves,” “yield ourselves” 
to the duty of following Christ. Dean Goul- 
burn says, “ This prayer summarizes the whole 
benefit of the redemption as consisting in the 
provision of a sin offering and of a perfect 
example.” There you have it all. Jesus has 
died, and that fact carries in its bosom a 
glorious twofold result for those who accept it 
in its saving fulness. First, there is pardon 
for all the past, and, secondly, the pardoned 
and liberated soul is set free to yield itself to 
the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit of 
God. “Being made free from sin and become 
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servants to God, ye have your fruit unto! holi- 
ness and the end everlasting life” (Romans vi. 
22). 

So we will remember, if you please, that 
there were difficult people in Nazareth just as 
there are in Manchester or Johannesburg, or 
wherever we may find ourselves to-day. And 
when you come up against such customers as 
these you can say to yourself, “Now I am 
standing where my Master stood, I am dis- 
covering a little bit of what life meant for 
Him.” If awkward folks try us, let us seek 
to visualise what they must have meant to the 
Lord Jesus. He knew that He had some- 
thing which could bless and help these people, 
and yet they would not receive His message. 
They scorned His word, derided His claim, and 
wounded His loving heart by their utter neg- 
lect of His Father’s will. In all of this there 
emerged the element of “rub,” which went to 
make His human character that which the 
Father could look upon with complacency and 
delight. It is just that, not prayer meetings 
mainly, not revival meetings mainly, not 
church going mainly, though all these things 
come in, but the ordinary everyday 6 o’clock- 
in-the-morning-tor6 o’clock-in-the-evening life, 
lived in the presence of your fellow-men, 
wrought upon by their influences and some- 
times by their cross-grainedness, that is going 
to be the very channel of God’s blessing to you. 
Some of you who read this are thinking doubt- 
less of going out in response to the call of 
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God into some special service for God, either 
at home or abroad, in the Church or in the 
mission field. I want to say that precisely the 
same kind of elements will come into play in 
your life in those relationships asin any other. 
The mission station needs its food cooked and 
its domestic services rendered just the same as 
the home. There is the fret and the wear and 
tear of nerve fibre, just the same as at home, 
and if you and I are not learning to present 
the meal offering of a consecrated life to Jesus 
in the ordinary place where a letter will always 
find us, it will not be much good our thinking 
we are going to be able to live holy and wonder- 
ful lives for God out yonder, where the condi- 
tions are far more difficult. I have a friend in 
China who once lived, when he first went out 
there, twenty years or more ago now, for six 
months in a Chinese inn in a dirty and noisy 
little room, with a native catechist. Think of 
it, an Englishman, out from England, fresh 
from a college training, with a ’Varsity degree, 
shut up with a fellow man of a different race, 
with different habits, with strange food, in an 
enervating and difficult climate, and for six 
months no time alone, except when one or 
other of them was asleep. Aye, and there are 
Christians who are not in the mission field 
who have conditions almost as difficult as 
that to deal with. Have you any idea what a 
Christian man who is at sea has to meet? 
Have you any realisation of the fact that he is 
never by himself as long as he is aboard ship, 
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unless he happens to be an officer with a cabin 
to himself ? 

What we have to remember is that we have 
a Gospel, not merely for special times but for 
all times. You need not even go to sea to find 
conditions like that. I could take you to 
streets I know of quite well in Manchester and 
Birmingham, and others of our big cities, and 
there are Christians living in those streets, per- 
haps one Christian man or woman ina family, 
and they are never alone. You talk about 
having your quiet times; they cannot have 
quiet times unless they go out away from home 
to get them. How can you have quiet times 
in a four-roomed cottage? There are houses 
which are built back to back, more shame to 
us. How can you have quiet times in them? 
How can you have quiet times when from 
morning to night you are by the very circum- 
stances of your life driven in upon one another? 
Now, do not misunderstand me, I am not be- 
littling quiet times. I am not going to say that 
if you can have quiet alone with God that you 
will ever get the blessing that He would give 
you that way in any other way. God does not 
do anything to help our lazinesses. But what I 
am saying is that it does not matter what the 
circumstances of daily life are, the Lord is 
able to make up to us for every handicap, and 
wherever we are and whatever the difficulties, 
there is never one that Jesus Christ cannot 
overcome. There is a beautiful word which 
has been brought to us through the investi- 
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gations of Professor Milligan and his lamented 
colleague, Dr. Moulton, who died as the 
result of exposure after a torpedo attack in the 
Mediterranean. It is the word which, in 
Romans viii. 1, is translated “condemnation,” 
and those brethren have discovered that while 
it is perfectly true that that word does mean 
“condemnation” in regard to the Criminal 
Law, yet with regard to the Civil Law, it has 
acquired a much wider range of meaning. 

In the “ Vocabulary of the Greek Testament” 
you will find an interesting example of the use 
of this word. A papyrus has been found which 
is reckoned to date from the year 83 A.D. It 
is a deed of sale which transfers a piece of land 
to a purchaser. Nowadays we often see land 
for sale with this clause in the announcement, 
“tithe and land-tax redeemed.” And similarly 
this plot of land in old Egypt is described as 
having been freed from all public and other 
taxes, and from all district rates, and from all 
and every kind of “condemnation.” Here you 
have the very word of St. Paul in Romans viii. 
1. And here, obviously, the word must be 
translated by some such word as “ disability” 
if we are to get the significance of the Greek 
term. Now if you will transfer this idea to 
our familiar eighth of Romans you will see 
what a flood of light is poured on that passage. 
St. Paul is not telling us that even if we sin 
there is no condemnation for us; but he is 
telling us that, sinners though we are, there 
is no disability which prevents our living a 
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holy life once we have received Christ and are 
in Him. The sinner is set free, his chains are 
snapped, he is clothed and in his right mind. 
And now, whatever the dreadful inheritance 
from the past, he can say with St. Paul, “I 
can do all things in Him Who makes me able.” 
The hindrances of our past lives, of our 
parental inheritance, of our difficult circum- 
stances, of our besetting sins, are all overcome 
in Christ. We have our meal offering to 
present. That is always an integral part of 
our discipleship. But whatever the circum- 
stances are under which the offering has to be 
made, whether you dwell in a cottage or a 
palace, there is no disability to them that are 
in Christ Jesus. “He is able to make all grace 
abound toward you, that ye always, having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound unto every 
good work.” 

Now we come to the next thing. There is 
not only flour in this offering but there is also 
the oil. In Bible typology, oil is always a 
picture of the Holy Spirit. It will be an 
inspiration to us to remember, as we take up 
the ordinary avocations of everyday life in 
kitchen or office or shop, that it is our privi- 
lege to do it all in fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit. Nothing less than this is implied in 
the Apostolic salutation, “the communion of 
the Holy Ghost be with you all.” Or, to put 
it in other words, in all that is connoted by 
the meal offering the Holy Spirit is your part- 
ner. God Himself is with you as you offer 
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your life to Him in your practical service for 
others. And this fact becomes the more won- 
derful when we recall that precisely the same 
thing is spoken of the Lord Jesus Himself. 
He is said to have offered Himself to God 
“through the eternal Spirit” (Hebrews ix. 14). 
We must not stray from our immediate sub- 
ject now to consider what this meant for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Our present concern is 
with our own life as we have to live it. And 
we have to propose to ourselves the question 
as to how the Spirit of God enters into such 
intimate participation with the fine flour rubbed 
out of these workaday lives of ours as Himr 
self to form part of the offering. The answer 
is that He does it by revealing Jesus to and in 
the life of the believer. The Comforter... 
shall testify of Me” (John xv. 26). “He shall 
glorify Me: for He shall receive of mine, and 
shall show it unto you” (John xvi. 14). 
Perhaps you have been on board a ship 
passing through the tropics. You know what 
it is to lie almost gasping for breath in the hot 
stuffy cabin. Then, if the weather has been 
favourable and you have been one of those 
fortunate mortals in an outside cabin, the 
steward has come in and put a wind scoop 
through your porthole. Instantly the breeze ~ 
which the ship makes for herself as she rushes 
onward is directed into the cabin. In a few 
seconds the whole atmosphere is changed. 
The lassitude and the nausea passes away, and 
your whole body responds to the revivifying 
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breath of air. The wind was there all the 
while. Only before your friend, the steward, 
appeared, it was rushing past you and you did 
not know it. Now that is a little picture of 
the work of the Holy Spirit. Christ is there 
with His people all the time. “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you” is His own word to 
them. But sometimes they are not aware of 
His presence; their eyes are holden. Then, 
as you yield to the Holy Spirit, you suddenly 
discover that it is all true after all. 

There have been discoveries made in the 
history of human thought which have for ever 
altered the outlook of the race. Such, for 
example, was the discovery of the law of 
gravitation. It was always true, though men 
did not know it. But after Sir Isaac Newton 
had discovered and formulated the law, men’s 
ideas in many departments of life were radically 
altered. Some old theories went by the board. 
In certain aspects of knowledge the discovery 
was revolutionary. And in the history of 
human thought it seems as if every now and 
then there comes a flood of new knowledge. It 
pours into the general thinking of mankind 
through the apertures of many minds. It is 
God revealing Himself to the race in new ways. 
And it is very similar to this when a man first 
finds out that the Holy Spirit is not merely an 
influence but a person. That He will come 
into a life and mingle Himself with it in such 
intimacy that everything is changed. And that 
in that intimacy or fellowship He reveals the 
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Lord Jesus. For it is written that the Holy 
Spirit shall glorify Christ. The man who 
knows anything of what it is to be filled with 
the Spirit is not so much made conscious of 
the Holy Spirit as he is of Christ. The em- 
phasis in the consciousness of such a one is 
not on the feeling or indeed on anything sub- 
jective at all. That way lies the danger of an 
exaltation of self all the more perilous because 
subtle. The consciousness of a Spirit-filled 
life is Christ consciousness. The mind is 
directed outward from itself. It is set rather 
on things above, that is to say, on the Lord 
Himself. 

It is good for us to learn to recognize the 
evidences of the Spirit’s presence and working. 
Every time our thoughts swing outward to 
Christ, every time we are reminded of some 
message from the Word of God, this is the 
Lord’s doing. Let it be marvellous in our eyes. 
Every time you have the conscience awakened 
to the approach of evil, to the near oncoming 
of temptation, that is the work of the Lord 
the Spirit. Recognize it; be thankful for it; 
rejoice in it. Seek to live so that day by day 
you get more and more sensitive and responsive 
to the gentle impulse and monitions of the 
Spirit of God. He is with you all the time, 
and it is His presence which makes that fine 
flour of the life that is ground in the mills of 
circumstance, suitable for the meal offering 
which is presented to Almighty God. Apart 
from Him the milling process so often tends 
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to make us sore and bitter and hard of soul. 
We do as we have been done by; we are 
petty, and small, and petulant, and irritable. 
But when the Holy Spirit comes He just takes 
us and in the very midst of all the milling pro- 
cesses that are going on, He mellows and 
softens and prepares us tol be the offering in 
which God can delight, and which can be used 
as sustenance for other folks. For you will 
notice, it was part of the typology of the meal 
offering that it was intended, a large part of 
it, for the support of the priests to whom it was 
brought. Notice also another part of it was 
burnt as a memorial before God. I am 
reminded of that verse in Acts x. 4, where 
Cornelius is told that his alms and his prayers 
have come up before God for a memorial. 
And your life, with its trivial cares and com- 
mon rounds of duty, is not lost sight of before 
the throne of God. He sees and remembers 
all that is going on. “Are not five sparrows 
sold for two farthings and not one of them is 
forgotten before God... . ye are of more 
value than many sparrows.” God is the 
sovereign Creator of all the world. Nothing 
escapes His observation. In that beautiful, 
though imperfect, allegory, the “Back of the 
North Wind,” George Macdonald has des- 
cribed for us how the breath of God is the 
source of all the activity of the world. The 
Spirit, he says, bends over every flower that 
blooms. His power roars through every storm 
that rages. The Divine immanence is a solid 
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fact for faith to rest upon. But if all this is 
true in the material realm, much more is it in 
the spiritual. “God is not unrighteous that 
He should forget your labour of love.” And 
there is a peculiar heart uplifting power in the 
recollection that this life of ours in even its 
petty details is going up as a memorial before 
God. To remember that as we confess Him 
here before men, our Lord Jesus Christ is Himr 
self confessing and acknowledging us in the 
courts of Heaven is a heartening and a steady- 
ing thing. Scowling faces, harsh voices, the 
humorous cruelty of the northern races, per- 
haps, all around you; but within, the peace 
that comes from remembering that you are ot 
worth in the judgment and estimation of God. 

It is wonderful, too, that God should deign 
to use such a word as memorial as applying to 
Himself. We need reminding of so many things, 
but God never forgets. And yet our Father 
uses such a term as memorial. It is comparable 
with your own case, perhaps. You have your 
child away at school. You cannot forget him 
or her; you could not if you tried. If you are 
a true parent, the child is never out of your 
thoughts for five waking minutes of the day. 
But all the same you reckon on the weekly 
memorial in the shape of a letter. God says 
to us that this life of ours lived in the power 
of the Spirit is to Him just what your child’s 
letter, mother, is to you. 

The next ingredient in the offering was 
frankincense. The Holy Spirit has given us 
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His own warrant for taking this as a type of 
prayer. For in Psalm cxli. 2, we have, “Let 
my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense.” 
The healthy Christian life is one that is per- 
meated by the spirit and habit of prayer. As 
Montgomery sang, 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air. 


This truth is really the complement of the 
one we have already been considering. If God 
is in intimate connection with your life He 
expects you to talk to Him. The Christian life 
is a relationship between persons, between 
God on the one hand and yourself on the 
other. And such a relationship, if it is to be 
satisfying, cannot be held in silence. Com- 
munion implies communication. How much 
would you know of your wife if you never spoke 
to her? Significantly enough, while only a 
handful of the flour offered was to be burnt on 
the altar that the whole of the frankincense 
was thus used. The flour represents an aspect 
of the believer’s life which touches many 
people. The frankincense showed forth an 
aspect which has to do with God alone. 

There are three kinds of prayer spoken of in 
the New Testament. There is, first of all, the 
closet prayer. J have already referred to this 
in the present chapter. I need now do no 
more than urge its vital importance where the 
circumstances of the life make it in any way 
possible. And by way of complement and 
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also of contrast to what I have already written 
I will add this. There is such a thing as the 
ingenuity of love. If you want a lesson as to 
how it is possible for two people to get alone 
together under very adverse conditions, watch 
two lovers. And if for an earthly friend love’s 
stratagems can be devised, they can also be 
when our hearts are sincerely desirous to meet 
with God. And there is a special blessing for 
that kind of prayer which we can get in no 
other way. 

Then there is common prayer when Christ- 
ians are with one accord in one place. This 
is a different kind of prayer in many ways with 
new promises attached to it. We are not to 
think that we are to live solitary lives as 
Christians any more than as ordinary human 
beings. God names it as one of His special 
blessings that He sets the solitary in families. 
And Church life and growth is normal and 
healthy when it can be predicated of it that 
“the Lord keeps adding together daily those 
who are being saved” (Acts i1. 47). They are 
not added together in order that they may be 
saved. That is the fatal mistake which we are 
so prone to make. And it results in the in- 
clusion of a mixed multitude in the church 
comparable to that which went up with Israel 
out of Egypt. And with not very dissimilar 
consequences. But when a man has been 
saved, then, normally, God adds him to His 
Church. And that for two reasons. First, 
that the man himself may get the help that 
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usually comes through association with other 
Christians. “Birds of a feather flock together.” 
And secondly, that the new-born soul may 
bring to the Church the help which it is in a 
position to contribute. Nothing keeps up the 
glow of the first love among God’s children like 
the steady and continuous accession of those 
who are being brought in through the preach- 
ing of the word. 

There are some Christians who think they 
are so spiritual that they need not go to 
Church. Such an attitude of mind is fraught 
with peril both to the man who thinks it and 
to the Church which he is forsaking. If you 
are in such close touch with God your coming 
to the assembly of His people would help to 
raise the spiritual temperature of that assem- 
bly. We are not to think that we can get to 
be so spiritual that we can forsake the prayer 
meeting, or the worship service, or the preach- 
ing service of our fellow believers. 

Actually, and by God’s grace, we can, if the 
need arises, be independent of all these things. 
But at the same time it is perfectly true that 
the man who puts most into a thing gets the 
most out of it. If you go to your church on 
Sunday really in touch with God, and rejoic- 
ing that He has given you a week of victory, 
you will not feel that you do not need to go. 
On the contrary, you will want to go all the 
more with a heart overflowing with thankfulness 
and praise to God and, as a consequence, on 
the alert to help somebody else, 
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Such is common prayer. And then there is 
yet a third category of prayer. You have it 
in 1 Thessalonians v. 23, where St. Paul bids 
his correspondents to pray ceaselessly. We 
may label this consiant prayer. And if this 
meal offering of ours is going to be the thing 
that God means it to be, it must involve a life 
lived in unbroken fellowship and unceasing 
communion with Him. And this is gloriously 
possible. On shipboard, and specially on a 
long voyage, one of the most interesting places 
in the ship is the quiet and secluded cabin into 
which are led the wires from the great Mar- 
coni masts. All around, the busy life of the 
ship is going on; yet in there the operator is 
ceaselessly in touch with the other side. The 
ship can tell those at home her position and 
her needs. The shore office can be advised of 
the number of passengers, the amount and 
nature of the cargo. And in case of emer- 
gency the vessel can call for help. When fog, 
that terror of the seaman, shuts down its im- 
penetrable murk all around him the new 
directional wireless can inform him of his 
position and indicate his course. 

That always seems to me to be a living 
picture of what a Christian’s life should be, 
busy in the world, and yet right deep down at 
the heart of him a quiet spot where the noises 
of earth do not come, where the interruptions 
and distractions of the world never penetrate, 
and in which the man is always in touch with 
the throne. It is a paradox, it is an impossi- 
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bility we would say looking at life as we know 
it, and yet it is a blessed actuality. Prayer as 
you go along the street, prayer as you ride on 
the street car, prayer in the corner of the rail- 
way catriage, prayer when you are at your 
business, prayer when you are at your meals, 
prayer as you fall asleep at night, and prayer as 
you wake up in the morning. Pray ceaselessly. 
Prayer, remember, is not merely asking for 
things you want. That is the child’s idea of 
prayer, and it is true, of course, but there is 
something much more in it than that. Prayer 
is just talking things over with the Lord Jesus. 
Prayer is just bringing our momentary needs 
and wants and perplexities and puzzles to Him. 
You remember Nehemiah, the King’s cup- 
bearer. He had committed an unpardonable 
breach of Court etiquette in daring to look sad 
in the presence of the king, and his head was 
in danger. Yet before he answered the King, 
he had time to speak to God. It would be a 
good thing if we learned that lesson when we 
are talking to others everywhere, and before we 
talk, and as we talk, and in the midst of our 
conversation recollect there is a third Person 
in it, and we are talking not only to the friend 
that we can see, but also to the Friend we 
cannot see. 

The next ingredient of the offering was the 
salt. It is called “the salt of the covenant of 
thy God.” And even apart from the known 
significance attaching to salt in the hospitality 
of the East we should have no difficulty in 
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assigning to it the typical meaning of purity 
and fidelity. “Behold Thou desirest truth in 
the inward parts” (Psalm lxi. 6). The sons 
of God, if they are to be without rebuke in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
must - blameless and sincere” (Philippians 
iii. 15). 

Then we come to something which is not an 
ingredient but a process. All this meal had to 
be fired. It was cooked food which was 
offered to God. It embodied the glorification 
of the domestic and the commonplace. “ Doth 
God take care for oxen!” exclaims St. Paul. 
We may say, as we regard the meticulous 
directions given here as to cookery, “ Doth God 
take care for cakes!” And perhaps it would 
lighten the housewife’s heavy burden as she 
goes about her never-ending task, if she re- 
membered that God has not disdained to in- 
corporate a bit of a cookery book here in His 
law. At least three, perhaps four, different 
kinds of cakes were to be prepared for the 
meal offering. 

Now as to the firing process. It has its 
analogues in God’s dealings with His people. 
First of all you read in Deuteronomy xxxiii. 2, 
about the fiery law. And in all the Christian’s 
life that is pictured by these offerings we must 
remember that God’s law stands supreme. 
Those Christians who are what is termed evan- 
gelical, make much of the grace of God. And 
they do right in doing so. But the very 
purpose of the grace of God is that the 
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righteousness of the law might be ful- 
filled in us, who by His grace are walking, 
not after the flesh but after the Spirit. You 
are not to be less righteous than the old Jewish 
disciples ; you are to be more. Your standard 
is not to be lower, it is to be higher, and in 
order to be that, the fire of the law of God 
must penetrate and permeate every part of the 
offering of your life. It is the work of the 
Holy Spirit to do that, every bit of me, every 
action, every word, every thought, every 
motive, every imagination, penetrated by this 
searching, burning law of God. 

Then, secondly, I read in God’s Word not 
only of the fiery law, but I read in the first 
Epistle of Peter, who knew a good deal of 
what it means, of “the fiery trial.” Of course, 
when he actually wrote those verses of the 
fourth chapter he was referring rather to real 
persecution, but I think if you read the 
Epistle through yow will see that he has a 
wider idea in his mind than that. For in the 
first chapter he talks about the trial of your 
faith being much more precious than gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried by fire. Somehow 
or other, somewhere or other, that element of 
trial will come into our lives, and it will be 
part of the perfecting of the meal offering. 

Sooner or later, we most of us come to know 
what sickness and suffering means either in 
ourselves or in the persons of those we love. 
And we are not to let the devil get at us with 
his insinuations that God does not care. 
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If the Lord Jesus Christ was made perfect 
through suffering, don’t you think that very 
often the same process will be part of His 
love-plan for you and me? And remember 
this, that it was when the alabaster box was 
broken that the fragrance of the spikenard 
came forth, and God has often used lives 
which He has allowed to be thus broken, in a 
ministry more potent, more far-reaching, more 
gentle and more strong than He has used those 
of His children who have been vigorous and 
physically fit. Paul was a weak man. He 
tells us in that little bit of biography in the 
twelfth chapter of the second letter to Corinth, 
he had a thorn in the flesh. Remember it was 
just flesh, nothing else, the thing that hurt 
Paul just as much as it can hurt you or me; 
the thing that was just as unescapable with 
Paul as it is with you and me, and there he 
had the thorn, sharp, stabbing, pricking. 
He said, “For this thing I besought the Lord 
thrice that it might depart from me.” And 
God’s answer to Paul was “No.” “My grace 
is sufficient for thee, for My strength is per- 
fected in weakness.” If the Apostle with his 
poor, frail, weak, stabbing body could go hot- 
foot from one end of the empire to the other 
on the Master’s messages, I learn that sickness 
need not be necessarily either a bar to use- 
fulness in the Master’s service, or an evidence 
of the Master’s forgetfulness or carelessness 
about me. I come down through the ages and 
I think of Frances Ridley Havergal, that dear 
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saint of God, who all her life more or less, had 
a weak, ailing, suffering body, a long, slow- 
dying, a death-in-life. And I suppose that in 
all the record of the glorious last hundred years 
that God has given us to see, there is not one 
soul that God has used more to people than 
He used that saint of His on her bed of sickness. 

Yes, there is the fiery trial, and it is part of 
the perfecting of the meal offering. Yet again, 
greater than all saints, more glorious than all 
the heroes of the Cross, I listen to the words 
of the Lord Jesus Himself as He knelt in 
Gethsemane. “Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from Me.” I do not now attempt 
to enter into the analysis of what the cup 
meant, or what its content brought Him, but 
at least it included physical suffering. “If it 
be possible, let this cup pass from Me.” And 
the Father’s answer to the Son of His love was 
—Judas and the rabble. 

And sometime or other, you and I will have 
to face circumstances like His. It may be that 
our hour of pain will come to us at home, sur- 
rounded by the care of those we love. Or it may 
be that it will come to us in a lonely Mission 
station, or in some such situation, where no 
human soul will know about our trouble until 
it is too late for them to help. But whether 
our hour comes to us with all the alleviations 
of love or as itcame to the Lord Jesus, it will 
come, unless, indeed, His return prevents it. 
And if it comes it will be part of the will of 
our Father which is in Heaven. “There hath 
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no temptation taken you but such as is com- 
mon to man,” and you will not escape. There 
will come a time in your life when you will 
pray, and God will say “No.” You will pray 
with strong crying and tears, and yet He will 
say “No.” Yet whenever that hour comes, 
remember that God does not purpose to wreck 
your faith. He wants you to get closer to the 
heart of your Master. He wants you to live 
more perfectly after His pattern; He designs 
to bring into your life the power both of His 
sufferings and of His resurrection. 

Then there is the fire of the burning fiery 
furnace. This stands obviously for persecu- 
tion. All who will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution. In a world in essen- 
tial things hostile to Christ, His disciples must 
inevitably face this in some form or other if 
they are going to be true to Him. Its mani- 
festations are Protean in their variedness. 
They may be polite or brutal. They may come 
from strangers or from the men of your own 
house. Consider Him Who endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against Himself lest ye 
be wearied and faint in your minds. The meal 
offering of the Lord Jesus was no half-baked 
cake. For the joy that was set before Him 
He endured even the cross, despising the shame. 

One thing more, there is the fire of the 
burning dart—temptation. What is it for? It 
is for testing, for proving. No blessing is 
really yours till it has been tested. It is yours, 
of course, on God’s side; God does not need 
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to test you in order that He may find out all 
about you. He knows, but it is in order to 
make it all real to you. So when you are 
tempted to get cross and irritable again, re- 
member it is part of the process and you need 
not fall. Temptation is not sin, and you can 
be secure from the temptation if you put the 
faithfulness of Jesus Christ between you and it. 
He will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able. As long as you put your Lord 
between you and temptation, temptation is 
absolutely powerless to do you harm, though, 
thank God, it can be overruled to do you good. 
James writes in that letter of his in the first 
chapter, second verse, “ My brethren, count it 
all joy when you fall into divers temptations.” 
Only in temptation can you really prove what 
Jesus can be to the soul that trusts Him. 

This is God’s ideal picture of the Christian 
life, as it is to be lived in contact with the 
ordinary everyday world of men and women. 
It is no affair of cloister and cell. It is a real 
life lived in the market and in the home. It 
is no stoic aloofness. It is a real life, full- 
blooded, palpitating with humanity’s hopes and 
fears. It is quick and sympathetic. It is in 
the world and yet not of it. It is a life lived 
among men and for the sake of men on the 
cae And yet it is a life hid with Christ in 
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HE peace offering, to the consideration of 
which we now turn, is in some sense the 
summing up both of the burnt offering 

and of the meal offering. The key-word of the 
peace Offering is communion. And true com- 
munion between the Christian and his Lord 
must ever be based upon both a whole-hearted 
consecration and a holy conversation. No one 
ever fulfilled these conditions so perfectly as 
did the Lord Jesus Christ. And no one ever 
enjoyed a life of such unbroken fellowship with 
the Father. “Peace I give unto you, My peace 
I leave with you.” This was His dying legacy 
to His followers. Suffering, sorrow, shame, 
and death itself could not ruffle the peace of 
Christ. In His character there were great 
deeps which no storm could disturb. And this 
is His purpose for each one of His people 
to-day. And certainly this is one of the para- 
mount needs of to-day, to have folks in the 
world bearing the burdens and duties of life 
with quiet hearts because they are kept and 
guarded by God’s peace. 

Shall we look at some of the things concern- 
ing the peace offering? First of all, look at 
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the material. of which the offering was com- 
posed. In the third chapter you have the 
declaration that if it was a sacrifice, it should 
be offered of the herd, or of the flock, either 
male or female without blemish before the 
Lord. The hand of the offerer was to be laid 
upon the head of the offering, and it was to 
be killed at the door of the Tabernacle, and 
part of the animal then sacrificed, was to be 
burnt upon the altar unto the Lord. The 
part thus offered consisted of the fat covering 
the entrails, and the kidneys, and other vis- 
cera mentioned in verse 4. The significance 
of this surely is that the very best of the offer- 
ing is the Lord’s and forHim. That is to say, 
not only of our Lord Jesus Christ as the first 
great peace offering but of ourselves as we 
come to offer ourselves to God, the very best, 
the strongest, the richest, the fullest of our 
life is for Himself. That is typified in the fat. 
The fat, in Hebrew thought and poetry, is 
always used by the Holy Spirit to signify the 
finest part of the product, whatever it was. 
So in the Psalms you get the phrase, “The 
fat of the wheat,” the finest, most nourishing, 
sustaining part of the wheat. God is worthy 
of our very best, and if we would know what 
peace means, it will mean that we are freely 
and gladly giving Him of the very best that 
we have, 

Further, the kidneys, in Hebrew thought, 
always typified very nearly what we in English 
speech mean by the heart. It is worth while 
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noticing that in the Bible the “heart” never 
means the feelings, it always means rather the 
reason, or, if it has a larger meaning, the 
reason and the will, but the feelings are always 
typified for us in the Bible by the “kidneys.” 
You have in the Psalms the prayer, “Try out 
my reins and my heart”—a prayer that we need 
to understand, and understandingly to pray, 
asking God to test both our emotions, and our 
wills. Here it is significant, I think, parti- 
cularly in connection with the peace offering 
that these emotions and desires and motives, 
all that is summed up under this type are 
peculiarly and with great emphasis to be 
presented to God. If there is any way in 
which this peace may enter into a man’s heart 
or life, primarily it is through his feelings, and 
we do need to know what it is to have these 
uncontrollable, wayward, wandering feelings of 
ours brought under subjection to the will of 
God and unreservedly presented to God as 
sacrifice. If we would know the meaning of 
real peace, it can only be as the keeping power 
of God is realised over these affections and 
dispositions of ours. We have to remember 
that in their very nature feelings are fluctuat- 
ing and evanescent; they come and go, and 
the more deep and keen the feelings are, as a 
rule, the more violent their fluctuations. The 
man who is on the mountain top one day is 
apt to be down in the valley of depression the 
next day, and the one secure remedy for all 
this is that these feelings of ours should under- 
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standingly and of set purpose, be handed over 
to God. 

Therefore, if at any special season God gives 
to us in His goodness and love, a great sense 
of joy and gladness in the Holy Ghost, we are 
not, if you please, to go away hugging the joy 
to ourselves, making much of that, feasting 
upon that, resting on that, but deliberately to 
hand it over to the Lord. That does away 
with the danger of reaction, that does away 
with the peril of the swing of the pendulum to 
which we are all prone, and which but for the 
grace of God, will always be more or less the 
experience of us all. The remedy for it here 
is that these feelings of ours should deliber- 
ately, quietly, thankfully, remembering what 
they mean and what their characteristics are, 
be presented to God. So we may say to Him 
now, if we are conscious of great joy in our 
hearts, “Thank You for the joy, but we are 
not going to build upon the joy, our building 
is upon Thy sure Word of Promise.” Or per- 
haps, on the other hand, someone may read this 
who is down in the very valley of depression 
by reason of the burdens that rest upon him 
or by reason of the anticipations of the future 
that lies ahead of him, or by reason of the 
nameless dread that sometimes steals over us 
as we look out upon the mystery of life and 
the things that surround us. If that is so, then 
we are just to bring that also to the Lord. 
“Lord, Thou hast permitted this feeling to 
come into my soul. I do not understand it. 
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T would not have it if I could help it, but here 
it is. Thou knowest how weak I am, Thou 
knowest how I fluctuate, but just what it is 
to-day, it is all I have, dear Lord, unworthy 
of Thee, but I bring it to Thee, and lay it 
there upon Thy altar.” Tell Him about it, 
tell Him your fears, your necessities, tell Him 
your depression, and may I add that if you 
tell Jesus then you will be able to give other 
people sunshine and gladness. You need not 
depress other folks, but you can just tell Him, 
and He will comfort and strengthen your own 
heart. There used to be in London a society 
which was called “The Association for Smoke 
Prevention,” which had as its object the seek- 
ing by legislative means to compel factories, 
and as far as possible private houses, to install 
an apparatus which should enable them to 
consume their own smoke, and so to avoid 
some of the more baleful ingredients of the 
common London fog. Now I think we 
Christians want to learn to consume our own 
smoke, and the smoke of our wayward feelings 
is just to ascend upon the altar of God. It is 
all to go to Him, not to other folks. Tell 
Jesus your trouble, and then keep the sunshine 
and the gladness and the help and the uplift 
for the folks you meet and who will need it. 

In Leviticus vii. 11, you will notice the law 
of the sacrifice of peace offerings. You will 
observe that we come upon the ingredients of 
which we have already spoken in connection 
with the meal offering. 
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These are’the unleavened cakes mixed with 
oil, the wafers, and the oil cakes of fine flour 
fried. In addition to these three different 
kinds of cakes you will notice that there was 
to be leavened bread when the peace offering 
was specifically a thanksgiving. We will advert 
to this later. Now let us seek to allow the 
Holy Spirit to apply the various details of what 
He has recorded for our instruction in these 
two passages. The first point to be observed 
is that the peace offering is based upon blood- 
shedding. Again the phrase recurs, “the 
offerer shall lean his hand upon the head of 
the animal.” . This action, which sought to 
express the identification of the offerer with his 
offering, is directed to be performed in the 
case of all the sacrifices except the meal offer- 
ing where, of course, it was out of the ques- 
tion. Its full significance emerges in the sin 
and trespass offerings. And it is in the light 
which is shed upon it from these sources that 
we must interpret its meaning in the other 
cases. We may put it thus. Consecration 
and communion are only possible for us by 
virtue of the life laid down for us on Calvary. 
Never to the end of the chapter are we to 
forget that we are the sinners and Jesus is the 
Saviour. No man cometh to the Father but 
by Him. Christ, the Christ of the Incarna- 
tion, the Christ of the earthly ministry, the 
Christ of the cross, the Christ of the resur- 
rection and the coming glory is the one secure 
means to both these things. The whole gamut 
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of the Christian life as it is outlined in this 
four-fold series of sacrifices is based upon the 
fundamental fact that Jesus has died, and that 
in and through His death we have the possi- 
bility of remission of sins. 

God is God. Justice and judgment are the 
habitation of His throne. If it could ever be 
otherwise, then God would cease to be God, 
and there would be a devil’s carnival indeed. 
But the problem is, How can God, being what 
He is, entertain us, being what we are? And 
the only righteous solution of this problem is 
found in the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 
In Romans v. St. Paul reminds us of the fact 
that our justification depends upon two things. 
First, it is based upon the shedding of the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. “Being now 
justified by His blood” (Romans vy. 9). Then, 
also, we are justified by faith, and therefore 
have peace with God (Romans y. 1). So our 
peace depends upon the death of Christ and 
then upon that death accepted by our faith. 
Faith accepts God’s doing as the ground of 
its acceptance with Himself. The first makes 
peace possible, the second makes it actual. 

Whenever you travel on the railway you are 
absolutely dependent upon the power of the 
locomotive which is to haul your train. But 
if you took the trouble to go up to the end of 
the train, you would see there on the end coach 
of the train just an empty hook, very much in 
shape like a hand. The object of that hook 
is that the shackle of the locomotive coupling 
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may be dropped into it. Now this is an exact 
picture of faith. All the power of the engine 
is there, but the power of the engine is received 
by the train because there is the empty hand 
which takes that which the engineer has the 
opportunity and the means of giving. Faith in 
this first, simplest way of looking at it, is 
receptive. Recall that old A.B.C. text of the 
Gospel, John i. 12, “To as many as received 
Him.” That is all there is todo. Sometimes 
we talk about giving our hearts to Jesus, and 
that is sometimes a little difficult ; we feel like 
the little girl who said she kept “giving her 
heart to the Lord Jesus, but it would come 
back again.” That is the trouble with some 
of us, but if we simply take Him, that is to 
say, receive Him in all the fulness of His 
grace and power and love’ which is available 
for us, and we just let Him hook on to us, 
that is faith. The faith, therefore, which is 
first of all receptive, becomes secondarily, and 
because of that, effective in the doing of the 
work of God in our own characters and lives. 
Just as the draw-bar at the one end is the 
empty hand which receives the shackle of the 
engine, and at the other end is securely 
anchored to the coach to which it belongs, 
so that when the engine is attached, the whole 
carriage, and connected with it, of course, the 
whole train, moves at the impulse of the power 
of the locomotive. There is a picture of our 
essential relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died on Calvary. In His death there is 
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for us all the potency of the might of the love 
of God, and all we have to do is just to let 
Him, in the magic, and mystery, and wonder 
of that love, fasten on to us and carry us with 
Him where He will. Peace is based on that ; 
peace is conditioned by that. If we do not 
begin there we will never know what peace 
means. That is why it is so often that people 
who are looking for some feeling of peace or 
satisfaction in connection with their coming 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, seem strangely to 
miss it. ‘That is to say they are looking for the 
thing, the feeling, instead of having their atten- 
tion focussed upon the person of their Saviour. 
As we get occupied with Christ, as our thought 
is focussed upon Him, then we discover that 
He has the power to draw after Him our very 
soul and being. In other words, the secret of 
the whole Christian life is, as Dr. Handley 
Moule used to say, “a trusted Christ,” a 
Christ Whom you just allow to grip you and 
hold you and to lead you to the Father Himself. 

In the next place, peace which is based upon 
the blood of Jesus Christ is conditioned by 
purity. Notice the twentieth verse of that 
seventh chapter, “The soul that eateth of the 
flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings having 
his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall 
be cut off from his people.” | Unconfessed 
and unforgiven sin is an absolute and sure bar 
to all peace. And as soon as ever the Holy 
Spirit makes us conscious that there is some- 
thing between us and God, some cloud of sin, 
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the very first thing for us to do is immediately, 
without waiting for any better opportunity, to 
go to Him and to tell Him, “Lord, I have 
sinned,” and ask Him for the forgiveness and 
the cleansing that He has promised. Any un- 
forgiven sin is a bar to peace. That is only 
to say, in other words, that one condition of a 
peaceful life is the enjoyment of continuous 
victory. 

Some people have made it a charge against 
the teaching given at the Keswick Convention 
that it has seemed to make the Christian life 
too easy. It has even been said that Keswick 
was dangerous, because it taught folks to leave 
out of their view of life all sense of strife, or 
effort, or struggle. 

Such a mistake rests, I believe, upon a 
fundamental misapprehension. God calls, first 
of all, to peace and only secondarily to war, to 
war because we are at peace. “He maketh 
wars to cease” (Psalm xlvi. 9). Thank God 
if you and I can put that forth as a statement 
of a personal experience. But if that is so we 
are now to go on to learn the other facet of the 
whole truth. “Blessed be the Lord my 
strength, who teacheth my hands to war and my 
fingers to fight” (Psalm cxliv. 1). 

Some people imagine that the way to serve 
God is to live in an atmosphere of continual 
fret and struggle and effort. I think those of 
us who have tried it will be at one in saying 
that honestly it is a disappointing life. Our 
efforts so often fail, our struggles so often turn 
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to defeat. We are up against an enemy who 
is much stronger than we are, and what is 
worse, we cannot even trust the forces that we 
marshal into the field to fight him with. It is 
like sending a battleship into action when there 
is a mutiny raging on board; it is like a 
regiment marching down to the trenches that 
is prepared to turn round and shoot its own 
officers. And if we are going to war rightfully 
and successfully, and as God means us to, the 
very first requisite that we require is peace. 
This is what God wants to bring us into, the 
peace of a continuous victory, the peace of a 
never-interrupted consciousness of God’s 
favour and God’s presence. And the more of 
His peace there is, the more ready we shall be, 
being delivered from the awful civil war in our 
own hearts, to go into the war of the Lord in 
the world. You remember that Isaiah speak- 
ing prophetically of the coming kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ says (Isaiah goth chapter, 
7th verse) of the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no end. What we 
need, in order that we should know what the 
peace of God which passeth all understanding 
means in these lives of ours, is that there 
should be an increase of the government of 
Christ Jesus. 

When the government is upon His shoulder, 
then we shall the better understand the magni- 
ficent content of that august title of our 
Master, the Prince of Peace. Until the govern- 
ment of your life and mine, absolute, uncon- 
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ditioned, and unrestrained, is upon the 
shoulders of Jesus Christ we shall never know 
what real peace means. 

The Psalter is the Prayer Book of the Holy 
Spirit. If you want your prayer life enriched 
learn to pray the prayers that the Holy Spirit 
has taught the saints of the old days to pen 
and to hand down for our use as well as for 
their own. Now in Psalm Ixxxvi. 11, you will 
find that He has anticipated this need. “ Unite 
my heart to fear Thy name.” That just ex- 
presses what we want. And if we are going 
to have the peace of God as a blessed opera- 
tive fact in our lives it can only come through 
a united heart. When the King is securely 
upon His throne, then the desolating and 
humiliating civil war is brought to an end. 
The ruinous struggle between the law of the 
mind and the law of the members, which has 
been so vividly described for us by St. Paul in 
Romans vii, ceases. When the government is 
upon the shoulders of Him Who alone is able 
to bear such a burden; when the crown is 
upon His brow, and Jesus is supreme, then 
there is purity and victory in the life of His 
servants. 

That is the essential condition upon which 
peace must be based; there can be no peace 
on any other terms, for God and wrong will 
never make truce together. “There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked,” and if 
wickedness has got its place in our hearts and 
lives, disabilities will be also in our minds, 
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our souls dissatisfied, hungry, tired; that will 
be our experience. But if God is supreme, it 
the Lord Jesus is in command, then there is 
the quiet restfulness which comes from con- 
tact with Him, there is the continual satis- 
faction that comes from feasting upon Him, 
there is the rest and peace which invigorates 
us for service in His blessed name throughout 
the world, the peace that can send us forth 
to the war of the Lord. So there comes that 
wonderful paradox. God brings peace, and 
yet He is a man of war. It is when you and 
I discover, by His grace, the deep peace of 
God in our hearts, that we are ready to do 
the Lord’s service in the world. There is a 
fight to be waged against the powers of evil 
in the world. And as the sons of peace, we 
are to enlist ourselves on the side of Jesus 
Christ against everything which He is against, 
and against everything that the Devil is in 
favour of. It is not a life of peace; it is a 
life of war to which God calls His people. 
There will be struggle and effort enough, and 
warfare enough, to satisfy the most heroic soul. 
But the warfare and the struggle and the effort 
will all just spell disaster unless you learn to 
go into it with a heart that is settled and 
united and at rest. 

In the next place, notice that peace is not 
only conditioned by purity, but that it is 
associated with the expression of the child’s 
love to his Father. In the twelfth verse the 
peace offering might be for an offering of 
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thanksgiving. In the sixteenth verse there is 
the sacrifice which might be a vow or a volun- 
tary offering. In either case, it is the love- 
response of the child of God to the dealings 
of his Father with him. There is abundant 
cause for thanksgiving, surely, if we get to 
know anything of the power and love and 
presence of the Lord Jesus. There is abund- 
ant reason to give Him our special gifts of 
sacrifice and service. And it is beautiful to 
be reminded here by the Holy Spirit that God 
likes to have His children bring these gifts 
to Him, just as you, father or mother, apprec- 
jate dearly the little gift of your child, bought 
with its saved-up pennies. You may find it 
difficult even to find a use for it, but you put 
it aside in your treasure drawer, and you keep 
it and your very soul gloats over it, because it 
is the expression of your child’s love. If you 
love your child like that, don’t you think that 
your Father loves you? Of course He does, 
and He likes you to bring your gift to Him. 
You say, “It is so poor.” Never mind, if love 
is at the back of it, that is all He wants. “It 
is so unworthy.” Never mind, if it is offered 
by someone who is cleansed through the blood 
of Christ itis worthy enough for God. “Other 
people think so little of it.” Never mind, your 
Father will think a great deal of it; why, 
even a cup of cold water given in the name of 
Jesus Christ is not forgotten by God. I think 
sometimes, that some of us are going to be 
yery astonished when the Lord comes and 
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rewards His people. He will begin to recount 
to them the things, one after another, that 
they have done for Him, things they forgot all 
about, but He has not forgotten, things that 
they never dreamed they were doing for Him. 
“When saw we Thee naked, or hungry, or 
sick, or in prison, and visited Thee and 
ministered unto Thee?” And the King shall 
say, “Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the 
least of these, ye did it unto me.” Kindliness 
and thoughtfulness, the little unconsidered acts 
that so wonderfully reveal the bent and the 
trend of a mind and a life, they are the things 
that God treasures up in His great storehouse 
of memory. And these are the things which in 
that day He is going to separate out before 
your astonished gaze, and you will be over- 
whelmed as you think of things that your 
Saviour and your Lord has remembered, and 
you wonder that ever He should have done it. 
The peace offering was the expression of the 
child’s love to the Father. 

There is, to-day, a recrudesence of the old 
idea—it comes rather in other forms—but there 
is a recrudesence of the notion that the God 
of the Old Testament is not the God revealed 
by the Lord Jesus Christ in the New Testa- 
ment. I want to protest against that notion 
with all my heart. The Lord Jesus’ own 
authority and word ought to have been suffi- 
cient to prevent such an idea ever springing 
up. If anything else were needed to show its 
absurdity, I think this provision of the peace 
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offering ought for ever to kill the snake. Here 
in the Old Testament, before ever the Lord 
Jesus had come, before ever the full revelation 
of God as the Father had been made, here was 
a sufficient adumbration of the fact that right 
behind all the dealings of God with Israel was 
the craving of a Father’s heart for the love- 
response of the children that He loved. Over 
and over again God uses words, tender, loving, 
wonderful words, words which express the 
love of mother and father for their child, to 
express His relationship to His people. This 
whole peace offering is a large love-letter, so 
to speak from God written with His own hand, 
describing how He wants His people to give 
Him, the love gifts of their hearts. If all that 
was true, and it was, under this old dispensa- 
tion, how much more is it true to-day, when 
the Lord Jesus with a newer and richer con- 
tent than ever before, has taught us to say 
“Our Father.” God loves us; He so thought 
of us, and so cared for us, that even His own 
beloved Son was not kept back, in order that 
He might reach after us and win us to Him- 
self. Love begets love. Mind you, the ex- 
pression of love is necessary to love. Those 
who know anything about modern psychology, 
know perfectly well that it is one of the ascer- 
tained facts of these wonderful minds of ours, 
that if you repress the expression of an emo- 
tion, more or less you tend to repress the power 
of that emotion within the heart, and if you 
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repress it long enough, you tend to stifle and 
deadeén it. 

For this reason it is important that we 
should not be ashamed to let those in the 
family circle know that we love them. And 
that not out of any mere vapid sentimentality, 
but in a language whose sincerity is vouched 
for by the unselfishness of the life that utters 
the endearing words. The day will come when 
you would give all you possess in order to 
recall the one who has gone in to see the 
King, and to be able again to tell your love 
into those dear ears. 

If that reason holds as to earthly love, the 
same thing is true with regard to the heavenly 
love. I do feel that there is a real danger for us 
in not sufficiently telling God that we do love 
Him. We pray, and we mourn, and we ask 
Him for things. We ask Him to give us more 
love, and we crave for feeling, and all the 
time the one thing we need is just that we 
should learn to go and tell Him that which His 
heart craves for, that we love Him. The 
Christian life, the life of faith is the life that 
is learning to tell God day by day that the 
heart loves Him. The love is very imperfect 
and unworthy, you will feel that more and more 
as you go on, but nevertheless, as you know 
your own soul, you will know that it is true. 
And though the love is all unworthy, yet you 
do love Him and you tell Him so, and He 
likes to have you tell Him. And remember, 
too, that here also, sincerity, not sentiment- 
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ality, is the only thing that can satisfy either 
His righteousness or your own self-respect. 

Then again you are to offer to Him the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving. We so often omit 
this, yet we ought to spend our lives just learn- 
ing to say “Thank You” to God. Thank You 
for Your salvation—thank You for the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit—thank You for the word 
that teaches me—thank You for all the bless- 
ings of this love that comes crowding in upon 
me so thickly that it is hard for me even to 
count them. 

This is still true and it is not invalidated by 
the considerations set forth in the preceding 
chapter. Even in the dreariest lot there is the 
presence of Jesus. And if we are God’s 
children it ought to be a realized presence. 
Even on the bed of suffering there will be the 
consciousness of His love if we are right with 
Him. Through it all, there may be by His 
grace the heart response of the child that never 
gets tired of telling to an always-willing Father 
that the child loves Him. 

One last thing: it is this. The sacrifice of 
peace offerings was a real communion of 
saints. There were four different parties who 
shared in the Jewish peace offering: first of 
all there was God Himself; then there were 
the priests who ministered the offering—if you 
read the rest of the seventh chapter you will 
see where they came in; then there were the 
offerer’s friends whom he invited, and then 
there was himself. So the sacrifice of peace 
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offering was a great foreshadowing of the one- 
ness of the people of God. All one in Christ 
Jesus. And the more we share in the risen 
life of the Lord Jesus Christ, the more we share 
in this sacrifice of peace offering, the present- 
ation of ourselves as well as of Himself, the 
closer we get drawn one to another. So the 
peace offering was a great Communion Service, 
a great partnership in the love gifts which had 
come to the individual Israelite through the 
love and grace of his Heavenly Father. We 
need to remember also that there is this 
aspect in the new life in Christ. We are not 
left to live our Christian lives alone; we are 
members of the great Church of God. You 
remember those moving words in the 12th of 
Hebrews, where it speaks about ourselves as 
coming to the general assembly of the Church 
of the first-born, whose names are written in 
Heaven, the spirits of just men made perfect. 
I do not know anything that is more heart- 
uplifting than to recall the fact that in our 
perhaps lonely and isolated positions as 
Christians, we are nevertheless one of the 
great army of the Living God who, all down 
the ages, have been bearing witness to the 
power of Jesus Christ, who have been fighting 
His battles, who have been wrestling against 
the wrong that is in the world, who have been 
standing for the kingdom, the great men and 
women, the heroes of faith in all the centuries. 
We are little and poor, and unnoticed, and 
feeble, nevertheless, we belong to them and 
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they belong:to us, because they and we alike 
belong to Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Then there is one other thing in this con- 
nection which comes in. I revert to it for a 
moment. In the 13th verse you will notice 
this significant addition to the peace offering. 
Besides the unleavened cakes, the offerer was 
to offer leavened bread with the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving. Now leaven, all through the 
Bible is, I judge, a type of evil, and in this 
touch, there is a solemn little reminder of the 
fact that to the end of the story the man is a 
sinner. Kept by the power of God, yet needing 
to be kept; cleansed continually through the 
precious blood, yet needing to be cleansed ; 
sin in the flesh, but not by the grace of God, 
sin on the conscience. The conscience is 
clear and cleansed, because it has been brought 
to Christ, and His cleansing is, moment by 
moment, being received ; and yet, moment by 
moment, there is the humbling recollection of 
the fact that in him, that is, in the offerer, 
“there dwelleth no good thing”—that to the 
end of life and beyond, we are sinners and 
He is the Saviour, always we are sinners saved 
by grace. Never is it possible for us to 
receive from God a kind of deposit of grace 
here which is going to emancipate us from con- 
tinuous dependence upon grace. It is Healone 
Who can guarantee and make sure to us the 
peace into which by His grace He brings us, 
in the enjoyment of which we may walk, and 
in the conscious experience of which we will 
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have strength to fight for Him; strength 
because the internal friction has been removed, 
strength because the civil war is brought to 
an end, strength because the peace of God that 
passes all understanding is keeping heart and 
mind for Him and enabling us to go forthin His 
service, conquering and to conquer in His name. 

Our brief review of these old-time offerings 
is done. The old regulations represent and 
foreshadow eternal realities. The relationships 
between God and the soul are always based 
upon the same principles. By faith long before 
these instructions had been promulgated, Abel 
offered and God testified of his gifts. By a 
like faith, responsive, obedient, practical, let 
us offer our sacrifice continually. 
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